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January 19, 2010
USNS COMFORT INCREASES MEDICAL MISSION 
 TO PROVIDE SUPPORT OPERATION UNIFIED RESPONSE 

The 550 medical and non-medical support staff currently onboard USNS COMFORT (T-AH 20) will be joined by 350 more team members by the time the ship arrives in Haiti to support Operation Unified Response, the joint humanitarian assistance and disaster relief mission. 

The addition of about 225 medical staff made up of active duty and Reserve and 125 support personnel will allow the hospital ship to increase the number of available patient beds and support the shipboard operating rooms and other services. 

When the ship arrives in the harbor of Port-au-Prince the staff will total nearly 900 and create a medical team of doctors, nurses, corpsmen, technicians and support staff who will provide a host of medical services to include primary care, trauma care, pediatric care and orthopedic care.  The ship has twelve operating rooms, with six expected to be fully operational as soon as the ship reaches Haiti. A seventh operating room is specifically designed to support advanced interventional radiology procedures.  


There are multiple fixed hospitals and international medical facilities currently operating in Haiti from which patients will be referred to COMFORT for higher level of care.  The ship will have 40 ICU beds and 250 acute care beds available on arrival.

Medical teams from the ship will be ashore to help in casualty evaluation and are prepared to triage crush wounds and burn injuries and other health issues. The ship will initially receive urgent surgical patients.  Patients transported to the hospital ship will have a family member escort, if available.   After treatment, the ship’s medical personnel will determine the patient’s follow-on care.  

The COMFORT is part of a larger United States response to the government of Haiti request for humanitarian assistance. The US effort is being coordinated by the Department of State and U.S. Agency for International Development.  

COMFORT, based out of Baltimore, sailed Jan. 16, to support the relief efforts in the aftermath of Haiti’s devastating earthquake that struck the country Jan.12.  The COMFORT was last in Haiti in April 2009 for 12 days as part of Continuing Promise 2009. 
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