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To improve patient safety and avoid future errors
dose designations and abbreviations throughout
apply to all orders and all medication-related doc
printed forms.

*Exception: “trailing zero” may be used only where requ
laboratory results, imaging studies that report lesion size, o
related documentation. Adapted from the 2007 JCAHO N
symbols, and dose designations that are not to be used thro

“Do Not Use” Dose D

Dangerous Term
Intended
Meaning

Pot

“Trailing
Zeros”

Example:
Dose of 1mg

written as
1.0mg

Decimal may be
in handwriting an

faxed copies re

“Naked
Decimals” or

Lack of Leading
Zero

Example:
Dose of
0.5mg

written as
.5mg

Decimal may be
in handwriting an

faxed copies re

U or u Unit
Read as a zero (0

fold o
(4U seen as

g Microgram Mistaken for

Q.D., QD, q.d.,
qd, or Q/D

Every Day or
Daily

Mistaken for QID

Q.O.D., QOD,
q.o.d., or qod

Every other
Day

Mistak

MgSO4

MS
MSO4

Magnesium
Sulfate

Morphine
Sulfate

Misread

Misread a

I.U. or IU
International

Unit
Mistaken as I.V

T.I.W
Three times

a week
Misinterpreted as

SS
Sliding Scale

or 1/2
(apothecary)

Misin
and potential harm, Navy has standardized the list of Do Not Use
our MTFs. THESE ABBREVIATIONS AND DOSE DESIGNATIONS
umentation that is handwritten, including free-text computer entry or on pre-

ired to demonstrate the level of precision of the value being reported, such as for
r catheter/tube sizes. It may not be used in medication orders or other medication-
ational Patient Safety Goal 2B Standardize a list of abbreviations, acronyms,
ughout the organization.
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esignations and Abbreviations

ential Problem Correction

misinterpreted or overlooked
d with the use of carbon and
sulting in tenfold overdose

*Never use a “trailing” zero!

Warfarin 2mg

misinterpreted or overlooked
d with the use of carbon and
sulting in tenfold overdose

Never use a “naked” decimal!
Always use a zero before a decimal

Morphine 0.5mg

) or a four (4), causing a 10-
verdose or greater
“40” or 4u seen as 44”)

“Unit” has no acceptable abbreviation.
Write out “unit.”

“mg” when handwritten Use “mcg” or “micrograms”

and drug given 4 times daily Write out “every day” or “daily”

en for QID or QD Write out “every other day”

as Morphine Sulfate

s Magnesium Sulfate

Use complete spelling
for drug names.

. (intravenous) or 10 (ten) Write out ”International Unit”

“three times a day” or “twice
a week”

Write out “three times a week”

terpreted as “55”
Write out “sliding scale”

Use “one-half” or 1/2

IMPORTANT!


