
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY   

  7700 ARLINGTON BOULEVARD  
                                                                               FALLS CHURCH, VA 22042 
  IN REPLY REFER TO 

 BUMEDINST 1500.23B 
 BUMED-M7 
 9 Mar 2015   
       
BUMED INSTRUCTION 1500.23B 
 
From: Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery 
 
Subj: INSTITUTIONAL AND PROGRAMMATIC ACCREDITATION OF MEDICAL 
 DEPARTMENT ENLISTED TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 
Ref: (a) NETCINST 1500.3B 
 (b) Handbook of Accreditation:  Council on Occupational Education 
 
1. Purpose.  To establish policy for the accreditation of technical training commands and 
specialized allied health/dental programs of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (BUMED) that 
provide technical training.  This revision provides updated references, sources of data, and access 
links.  
 
2. Cancellation.  BUMEDINST 1500.23A. 
 
3. Scope.  Applies to all Navy medical department technical education and training commands.   
 
4. Definitions 
 
 a. Accreditation.  An extensive process of peer review by an external group or council 
recognized by the United States (U.S.) Department of Education whereby public recognition is 
granted to the entire institution or to a specialized educational program for meeting 
predetermined standards and requirements.  Reference (a) contains additional guidance on the 
accreditation process.  Reference (a) is available at:  https://www.netc.navy.mil/Directives.aspx. 
 
 b. Institutional Accreditation.  A process of peer review by an external group or council 
whereby the entire institution meets predetermined standards and requirements for all its 
programs. 
 
 c. Programmatic Accreditation.  A process of peer review by an external group or council, 
whereby a specific allied medical or dental program meets predetermined standards and 
requirements. 
 
5. Policy 
 
 a. All BUMED technical training commands providing education and technical training 
shall meet the standards and requirements of, and be institutionally accredited by, the Council on 
Occupational Education (COE).  In this regard, adherence to the standards and requirements of 
the COE, reference (b), is required.  Reference (b) is available at:   
http://www.council.org/manuals/. 
 
 

https://www.netc.navy.mil/Directives.aspx
http://www.council.org/manuals/
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