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1. Purpose. To provide guidance on Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (BUMED) 
approved courses for peri operative and critical care nursing specialties. 

2. Applicability. Applies to ships and stations having medical department personnel. 

3. Background. Administered per references (a) through (c), Registered Nurse Incentive 
Special Pay (RN-ISP) is a monetary incentive program that allows the Nurse Corps office and 
the Nurse Corps community managers the ability to strategically award bonuses to personnel as 
retention needs dictate, while responsibly stewarding fiscal resources. 

4. Fiscal Year 2009 RN-ISP Guidance. References (a) and (b) are interim changes to 
reference (c), and provide specific guidance including eligibility, submission requirements, 
bonus and service obligation structure, and termination or denial of RN -ISP. This note will 
expand on the Chief, BUMED approved courses for perioperative and critical care nursing 
specialties. 

5. Eligibility. In addition to the requirements of references (a) through (c), officers working 
directly in perioperative or critical care nursing specialties must have successfully completed 
either the requisite Chief, BUMED approved specialty course or have successfully completed a 
graduate program with Master's degree conferral in perioperative or critical care nursing. 

a. The Chief, BUMED approved perioperative course will be either completion of the Navy 
Perioperative Nurse Training Program sponsored by Navy Medicine Manpower, Personnel, 
Training and Education (NAVMED MPT&E) Command, conducted at Naval Hospital Camp 
Pendleton or Naval Hospital Jacksonville, or for workforce nurses with prior civilian 
perioperative nursing experience, completion of the Association of perioperative Registered 
Nurses (AORN) The Periop 101: A Core Curriculum™ course. 

b. The Chief, BUMED approved critical care course will be the American Association of 
Critical Care Nurses Essentials of Critical Care Orientation (ECCO) course. 
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6. Action. Effective immediately, Nurse Corps officers who meet the eligibility requirements 
for RN-ISP may request the RN-ISP via their Chain of Command per reference (c). 

~.'»J. ~~(~. 
A. M. ROBINSON, JR. 
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