OUTBREAK SPECIMEN DATA COLLECTION FORM


Instructions for Specimen Collection
1. Obtain swabs from ill persons. 
a. For GI: have ill member insert swab 1-1.5 inches into rectum and gently rotate. Place swabs directly into viral transport medium (VTM) and break off swab tips so that they remain in the vial. Alternatively, swab whole stools and put them into VTM.
b. For Respiratory: sick call personnel swab nasal pharyngeal from ill persons. Place swabs directly into viral transport medium (VTM) and break off swab tips so that they remain in the vial.
2. Cap vials and record patient information on vials. Indicate either Resp or GI.
3. Refrigerate swabs in VTM at 4°C. When possible, ship within 48 hours after collection; otherwise, freeze samples at -70°C if possible. 
4. Complete this form in all shipments.
5. Place bagged and sealed specimens on ice or with frozen refrigerant packs in the provided insulated box. Send by overnight mail.
Command Name: _____________________

Command Location:  __________________

(provide current location for ships)
Point of Contact for results: _____________
      Commercial Phone number: _____________
      E-mail address: _______________________

Date of 1st illness onset: ___/___/20___  
Date of last illness onset: ___/___/ 20___
Total # ill:  _______________

Size of crew: ______________
Please provide requested information for submitted specimen. (Maximum 10 specimen per kit).
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Abbreviations: N=nausea; V = vomiting; D = diarrhea; F = fever; C = abdominal cramping
Questions? Contact us at:  microbiology@med.navy.mil 

NEPMU FIVE Microbiology Laboratory 3235 Albacore Alley, San Diego, CA 92136
LABORATORY TESTING FOR OUTBREAKS ONLY


