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SUBJ/CLARIFICATION OF POLICY FOR USE OF SEASONAL INFLUENZA VACCINE
2009-2010//
POC/DR. ROBERT C. MORROW, CTR/M3C1/LOC:  WASHINGTON DC/TEL:COMM 202-762-3500
TEL DSN:  762-3500/TEL:FAX 202-762-3490/EMAIL ROBERT.MORROW@MED.NAVY.MIL//
REF/A/DOC/BUMED/DOC/29SEP06//
REF/B/LTR/ASD(HA)/16SEP09//
REF/C/LTR/ASD(HA)/4APR08//
REF/D/MSG/BUMED WASHINGTON DC/102324Z JUL 09//
NARR/REF A IS BUMEDINST 6230.15A ON IMMUNIZATIONS AND CHEMOPROPHYLAXIS.  REF
B IS CURRENT GUIDANCE ON INFLUENZA VACCINE FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE (HEALTH AFFAIRS (ASD(HA).  REF C IS CURRENT ASD(HA) GUIDANCE ON
MANDATORY SEASONAL INFLUENZA IMMUNIZATION FOR CIVILIAN HEALTH CARE PERSONNEL
WHO PROVIDE DIRECT PATIENT CARE IN DOD MTFs.  REF D IS BUMED POLICY FOR THE
USE OF INFLUENZA VACCINE FOR 2008-2009.//
RMKS/1.  VACCINATION AGAINST SEASONAL INFLUENZA IS MANDATORY FOR ACTIVE DUTY
PERSONNEL AND PERSONNEL IN MEDICAL TREATMENT FACILITIES (MTFS) WHO ARE
INVOLVED IN DIRECT PATIENT CARE.  IN ADDITION, MEDICALLY VULNERABLE PERSONS
ARE TARGETED FOR IMMUNIZATION.  
2.  THE POLICY OF THE CHIEF, BUMED, HAS BEEN AND CONTINUES TO BE TO OFFER
SEASONAL INFLUENZA VACCINE, WHEN AVAILABLE, TO DOD CIVILIANS WHO WORK IN
CLOSE PHYSICAL PROXIMITY TO NAVY PERSONNEL.  THIS POLICY IS BASED ON PUBLIC
HEALTH PRACTICES INTENDED TO MAXIMIZE FORCE HEALTH PROTECTION AND MISSION
CAPABILITY BY DECREASING EXPOSURE RISKS FOR OUR ACTIVE DUTY AND OTHER
ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES.
3.  ALL MTFS CAN AND SHOULD OFFER SEASONAL INFLUENZA TO ALL DOD CIVILIANS
AND CERTAIN CATEGORIES OF CONTRACTORS IF THOSE MTFS HAVE COVERED THE
MANDATED AND TARGETED GROUPS AS PER REFS A THROUGH D.  
4.  ELIGIBLE CONTRACTORS INCLUDE THOSE EMPLOYEES WITH UNDERLYING CONTRACTS
THAT SPECIFY GOVERNMENT PROVIDED FLU SHOTS IN THE TERMS OF THEIR CONTRACT;
FORWARD DEPLOYED; SITUATIONS WHERE THE GOVERNMENT HAS DETERMINED THAT
IMMUNIZATIONS ARE A CONDITION OF EMPLOYMENT, SUCH AS THOSE THAT PROVIDE
DIRECT PATIENT CARE IN MTFS; AND CONTRACTORS WHO ARE "CONTRACTED HEALTH CARE
WORKERS".  INDIVIDUALS MAY BE PROVIDED IMMUNIZATIONS BY THE GOVERNMENT TO
THE EXTENT REQUIRED OR OFFERED TO GOVERNMENT CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES.
5.  THIS GUIDANCE IS IN KEEPING WITH BUMEDINST 6230.15A , REF A PARAGRAPH
3-2B(6) FOR PRODUCTIVITY ENHANCEMENT AND PARAGRAPH 4-8C TO REDUCE
OCCUPATIONAL RISK.  
6.  IF ADDITIONAL SEASONAL INFLUENZA VACCINE IS NEEDED BY THE MTFS, ORDERS
SHOULD BE SUBMITTED VIA NORMAL SUPPLY CHANNELS THROUGH THE REGIONS TO
NAVMEDLOGCOM. ALSO CONSIDER COORDINATING REGIONALLY TO SHIFT ANY EXCESS
SUPPLY BETWEEN MTFS.
7.  PLEASE SEE PARAGRAPH 4 OF REF D THAT GIVES ORDER OF PRIORITY FOR
MANDATORY VACCINATION.
8.  POC FOR THIS MESSAGE IS DR. ROBERT C. MORROW, CTR @
ROBERT.MORROW@MED.NAVY.MIL OR 202-762-3500.  
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