Computed Tomography (CT)

Computed Tomography has become the diagnostic tool of choice in a wide variety of situations. It has replaced a number of more painful radiological examinations. Exploratory surgery, with a greater risk and discomfort to the patient may also be avoided.

Computed Tomography images show organ of interest at selected levels of the body. They are the visual equivalent of bloodless slices of anatomy, with each scan being a single slice. CT examinations produce detailed organ studies by stacking individual images.

CT produces the internal portion of organs and separate overlapping structures precisely. For example, the liver has bile ducts and blood vessels not seen on regular x-rays that are revealed by the CT scanner. Contrast agents may be used, but these are usually injected quickly and directly into the arm vein.

The scans are produced by having the source of the xray beam encircled or rotate around the patient. X-rays passing through the body are detected by an array of sensors. Information from the sensors is computer-processed and then displayed as an image on a video screen. Film copies may be made for later study.

 

CT Directions prior to the exam 

Chest or Head
· DO NOT eat, drink, smoke or chew gum 4 HOURS PRIOR to your appointment time. (only if contrast will be used) 

· Please plan to arrive about 20 MINUTES prior to your appointment, check in at the Radiology Department Main Desk. This will allow for check-in and oral contrast media administration and any other necessary preparation. 

· If you are ALLERGIC or have had a reaction to any medication, sea food or x-ray dye make sure to tell us upon check-in. 

· If you are taking GLUCOPHAGE (Metformin), you should discuss plans to temporarily discontinue the medication for 2 DAYS PRIOR and 2 DAYS AFTER your exam with your doctor. 

· There is no provision in the Radiology Department for child care during your exam. Please make necessary arrangements for child care during that time.

Abdominal
· DO NOT eat, drink, smoke or chew gum 4 HOURS PRIOR to your appointment time. (only if contrast will be used) 

· Please plan to arrive about 45 MINUTES prior to your appointment, check in at the Radiology Department Main Desk. This will allow for check-in and oral contrast media administration and any other necessary preparation. 

· If you are ALLERGIC or have had a reaction to any medication, sea food or x-ray dye make sure to tell us upon check-in. 

· If you are taking GLUCOPHAGE (Metformin), you should discuss plans to temporarily discontinue the medication for 2 DAYS PRIOR and 2 DAYS AFTER your exam with your doctor. 

· There is no provision in the Radiology Department for child care during your exam. Please make necessary arrangements for child care during that time. 

· Patients 60 YEARS OF AGE or older must have blood drawn for BUN and CREATININE. If this has not been done please contact your doctor. 

Pelvis  
· DO NOT eat, drink, smoke or chew gum 4 HOURS PRIOR to your appointment time. (only if contrast will be used) 

· DRINK one bottle of BARIUM 90 MINUTES prior to your examination. 

· Please plan to arrive about 35 MINUTES prior to your appointment, check in at the Radiology Department Main Desk. This will allow for check-in and oral contrast media administration and any other necessary preparation. 

· If you are ALLERGIC or have had a reaction to any medication, sea food or x-ray dye make sure to tell us upon check-in. 

· If you are taking GLUCOPHAGE (Metformin), you should discuss plans to temporarily discontinue the medication for 2 DAYS PRIOR and 2 DAYS AFTER your exam with your doctor. 

· There is no provision in the Radiology Department for child care during your exam. Please make necessary arrangements for child care during that time. 

· Patients 60 YEARS OF AGE or older must have blood drawn for BUN and CREATININE. If this has not been done please contact your doctor. 
