Magnetic Resonance imaging (MRI)
Magnetic Resonance imaging represents one of the newest and most exciting fields of medical imaging. Like CT, MRI produces images that are the visual equivalent of a slice of anatomy. MRI, however, is also capable of producing those images in an infinite number of projections through the body.

MRI uses a large magnet that surrounds the patient, radio frequencies, and a computer to produce its images. As the patient enters the MRI scanner, his or her body is surrounded by a magnetic field up to 8,000 times stronger than that of the earth.

 

The following patients cannot undergo an MRI Exam
· People who dependent upon a cardiac pacemaker 

· Those with metallic clips previously placed to stop or prevent bleeding 

· Those with metallic foreign bodies in or around the eyes  

 

MRI Directions prior to the exam 

· DO NOT eat, drink, smoke or chew gum 4 HOURS PRIOR to your appointment time. (only if contrast will be used) 

· Please plan to arrive about 45 MINUTES prior to your appointment, check in at the Radiology Department Main Desk. This will allow for check-in and oral contrast media administration and any other necessary preparation. 

· If you are ALLERGIC or have had a reaction to any medication, sea food or x-ray dye make sure to tell us upon check-in. 

· There is no provision in the Radiology Department for child care during your exam. Please make necessary arrangements for child care during that time. 

· If you have a history of CLAUSTROPHOBIA or a fear of enclosed spaces be sure to tell the tech prior to the exam. 
