
PLUMBED EYEWASH 
FUNCTIONAL CHECK SOP

Industrial Hygiene Department
USNH Okinawa



Weekly functional checks are 
required



7 Easy Steps
1. Ensure the path to eyewash isn’t blocked.
2. Ensure the nozzles are protected from airborne 

contaminants.
3. Flush the eyewash for three minutes minimum.
4. Check the flows to ensure that both sides are 

about even.
5. Check that the pressure is not great enough to 

cause injury to an eye.
6. Put nozzle caps back on.
7. Document that the check was done.



Ensure the path to eyewash 
isn’t blocked!



Ensure the nozzles are protected from 
airborne contaminants, like this.



Not like this.



Flush the eyewash for three 
minutes minimum.



Ensure that the caps come off, 
like this.



Not like this.



Ensure that both sides are 
about even, like this.



Not like this.



Check that the pressure is not great enough 
to cause injury to an eye, like this.



Not like this.



Ensure that the flow is great 
enough to reach the eye, like this.



Not like this.



Document the functional check. 
Can use single sheet or log book.

Post SOP close to eyewash station.



Review
1. Ensure the path to eyewash isn’t blocked.
2. Ensure the nozzles are protected from airborne 

contaminants.
3. Flush the eyewash for three minutes minimum.
4. Check the flows to ensure that both sides are 

about even.
5. Check that the pressure is not great enough to 

cause injury to an eye.
6. Put nozzle caps back on.
7. Document that the check was done.



References

• NAVMC 5100.8 paragraph 13007.10
• OPNAVINST 5100.23G paragraph 1902a
• American National Standard (ANSI) 

Z538.1-1990, paragraph 7.1.3)
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