
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Introduction/General Information 
 
The population of Djibouti is 467,000, with 
an average life expectancy of 43 years. 
French and Arabic are the official languages 
of Djibouti. The literacy rate of 67.9% is 
disproportionately distributed between men 
and women. The economy of Djibouti is 
based on service activities linked with the 
country’s strategic location and status as a 
free trade zone.  Per capital income is 
estimated at $1,300 per year.  
 
Country HIV/AIDS Statistics and Risk 
Factors 
 
The HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in the 
general population is estimated to be 2.9%, 
with an estimated 9100 people living with 
AIDS. 
 
Military HIV/AIDS Information 
 
Because forcewide testing has not been 
performed, HIV seroprevalance rates are 
unavailable for the Djiboutian military 
population. 
 
PROPOSED PROGRAM 
 
In November 2003, Djibouti submitted a 
proposal outlining its HIV military 
prevention plan. The proposed program 
included the following key objectives: 
 

 
• Implement an HIV prevalence 

surveillance program, 
• Conduct mass awareness campaigns to 

promote condom use, 
• Establish Counseling and Testing (CT) 

centers, 
• Establish a work environment hygiene 

program,  
• Establish laboratory infrastructure and 

conduct training for laboratory personnel. 
 
PROGRAM RESPONSE 

 
Military-to-Military 
 
In December 2003, DHAPP staff members 
conducted a site visit in which they met with 
the Djiboutian military, US Embassy staff, 
and the Combined Joint Task Force—Horn 
of Africa.  Ongoing and planned HIV 
prevention efforts in Djibouti’s defense 
force were discussed. In early 2004, DHAPP 
provided funding to Djibouti to support each 
of the objectives outlined in the overall HIV 
prevention plan. Additionally, DHAPP sent 
a logistician to Djibouti to assist with 
purchasing office equipment and supplies 
and outfitting a clinical laboratory. 
 
DHAPP funds were used to support 3 
representatives from the Djiboutian military 
to attend the All-Africa Military HIV/AIDS 
Workshop in Gaborone, Botswana. 
 
Contractor-Based Assistance 
 
None during this reporting period. 
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Clinical Provider Training 
 
None during this reporting period. 
 
Interoperability
 
None during this reporting period. 
 
PROGRAM IMPACT 
 
Master Trainers and Peer Educators
 
None during this reporting period. 
 
Number of Troops Trained
 
None druing this reporting period. 
 
Potential Number of Troops Affected
 
The entire Djiboutian military has the 
potential to be reached by the HIV/AIDS 
prevention efforts. 
 
Counseling and Testing (CT) 
 
Plans are moving forward to establish CT 
capability using DHAPP funds. 
 
Laboratory Capability/Infrastructure 
 
DHAPP provided equipment, supplies, 
logistic and technical assistance for a newly 
renovated laboratory for use with the armed 
services HIV/AIDS Prevention Program.  
Plans include infrastructure strengthening 
and training of lab personnel. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

An assortment of equipment and supplies are procured with DHAPP 
funds in support of the Djiboutian HIV/AIDS prevention program. 

 A DHAPP staff member seated right attends a ceremony 
acknowledging DHAPP support for the Djiboutian military 
HIV/AIDS prevention program. 

 
 
Mass Awareness 
 
None during this reporting period. 

 

Djiboutian military members begin moving equipment and 
supplies into newly renovated laboratory. 
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