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BACKGROUND 
 
Introduction/General Information 
 
A Central Asian country and a member of 
the Commonwealth of Independent States, 
Kyrgyzstan was formerly part of the Soviet 
Union. Located west of China, Kyrgyzstan 
achieved independence from the Soviet 
Union in 1991. The population is estimated 
at 5.08 million people with an average life 
expectancy of 67.8 years. Kyrgyz and 
Russian are the official languages, with an 
estimated 97% literacy rate (~3% difference 
between the sexes). Kyrgyzstan’s economy 
depends largely on agriculture with an 
annual per capita income of $1,600. 
 
Country HIV/AIDS Statistics and Risk 
Factors 
 
The HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in the 
general population is estimated to be less 
than 0.01%, with an estimated >500 people 
living with AIDS. 
 
Military HIV/AIDS Information 
 
No reliable data are available regarding the 
size of the Kyrgyzstan Defense Force 
(KDF). Additionally, routine forcewide 
screening for HIV has not been done; 
therefore, the HIV infection rate among 
KDF members is unknown. 
 
PROPOSED PROGRAM 
 
The KDF submitted an HIV/AIDS 
prevention plan to DHAPP in March 2004  

 
requesting funding to support the following 
activities: 
 
• Develop a comprehensive HIV/AIDS 

information and education campaign 
(IEC) for enlisted military personnel and 
officers, 

• Conduct meetings among all branches of 
the KDF, allied international, 
governmental, and non-governmental 
organizations in structuring HIV/AIDS 
prevention programs on a force wide 
basis,  

• Outfit military medical hospital and 
clinics with durable medical equipment 
and supplies (e.g., autoclaves, gloves, 
syringes, intravenous transfusion 
materials) to ensure safety of military 
physicians, healthcare workers and 
patients, and  

• Purchase computer and audio-visual 
equipment to support the IEC campaign in 
military bases and camps throughout the 
country. 

 
PROGRAM RESPONSE 
 
Military-to-Military 
 
In September 2003, DHAPP staff conducted a 
site visit and preliminary HIV/AIDS needs 
assessment with representatives from the 
Kyrgyzstan Defense Force. Based on that visit, 
DHAPP recommended that military medical 
physicians attend the 4-week Military 
International HIV/AIDS Training Program 
(MIHTP) in San Diego, California, as a first step 
in establishing an HIV/AIDS prevention 
program for the Kyrgyz military. 

 
 



 
In June 2004, DHAPP provided funding to the 
Naval Regional Contracting Center, Naples, 
Italy, to begin procurement of computer and 
audiovisual equipment, medical supplies, and 
development of IEC posters, brochures and 
video materials to convey the HIV/AIDS 
prevention message to Kyrgyz military 
personnel. 
 
Contractor-Based Assistance 
 
None during this reporting period. 

Clinical Provider Training 
 
DHAPP funds sponsored 2 senior Kyrgyz 
military physicians and 1 interpreter at the 
January-February 2004 MIHTP course in 
San Diego, California. 
 
Interoperability
 
None during this reporting period. 
 
PROGRAM IMPACT 
 
Master Trainers and Peer Educators
 
None during this reporting period. 
 
Number of Troops Trained 
 
None during this reporting period. 
 
Potential Number of Troops Affected
 
The entire military force has the potential to 
be affected by the proposed program, once it 
is implemented. 
 
Counseling and Testing (CT) 
 
None during this reporting period. 
 
Laboratory Capability/Infrastructure
 
None during this reporting period. 
 
 
 

 
Mass Awareness  
 
Development is underway for the requested 
IEC posters, brochures and video materials 
to be used in a mass awareness campaign for 
HIV/AIDS prevention. 
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