
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
Introduction/General Information 
 
The population of Tajikistan is 6.86 million 
people with an average life expectancy of 
64.37 years. The primary languages are 
Russian and Tajik, with 99.4% literacy rate. 
$1,300 per capita income. 
 
Country HIV/AIDS Statistics and Risk 
Factors 
 
The HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in the 
general population is estimated to be <0.1% 
with an estimated <200 people living with 
AIDS. 
 
Military HIV/AIDS Information 
 
Current information regarding the size of 
Tajikistan Armed Forces (TAF) and its HIV 
infection rate are not available. 
 
PROPOSED PROGRAM 
 
In October 2003, the TAF submitted an 
HIV/AIDS prevention plan to DHAPP  
requesting funding to support the following 
activities: 
 
• Conduct a comprehensive review and 

update of TAF policies on the testing, 
retention and treatment of HIV-
positive service members 

• Procure computer, audio-visual and 
office equipment to develop and 
distribute materials needed to train a 
cadre of TAF medical staff and line 
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officers as master trainers in 
prevention of HIV/AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted infections, 

• Establish and outfit 6 testing and 
counseling (CT) centers at the main 
military headquarters in Dushanbe and 
outlying areas, 

• Develop leaflets, brochures, posters 
and other promotional materials to 
convey the HIV/AIDS prevention 
message in military units throughout 
Tajikistan, and 

• Conducting an initial seroprevalence 
and knowledge, attitudes, practices 
and behaviors survey among a 
representative of active-duty TAF 
personnel. 

 
PROGRAM RESPONSE 

 
Military-to-Military 
 
In January 2004, DHAPP provided funding 
to support programmatic elements in the 
TAF proposal.    
 
The DHAPP project was officially started on 
9 March 2004 with the Ministry of Defense 
(MoB) and the Ambassador speaking to the 
soldiers about HIV/AIDS prevention in the 
military. As a result of the new DHAPP 
project a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between the MoB and United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) was 
signed with the support of USAID and 
UNAIDS. This project leads to the Military 
Hospital receiving 200,000 condoms for the 
distribution to military members. 

 



Contractor-Based Assistance 
 
None in this reporting period. 
 
Clinical Provider Training 
 
DHAPP funds were used to pay for 2 TAF 
military physicians and 1 interpreter to 
attend the January-February 2004 Military 
International HIV/AIDS Training Program 
in San Diego, California.  
 
Interoperability
 
The review and updating of HIV/AIDS 
policy for the TAF was done in conjunction 
with representatives from the Joint United 
Nations Programme on AIDS.  In addition, 
as a result of the new DHAPP project a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between the MoB and United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) was signed with 
the support of USAID and UNAIDS. 
 
PROGRAM IMPACT 
 
Master Trainers and Peer Educators
 
None in this reporting period. 
 
Number of Troops Trained
 
None in this reporting period. 
 
Potential Number of Troops Affected
 
As a result of DHAPP funding, the military 
hospital will receive 200,000 condoms to 
distribute to troops.  A large number of 
military members have the potential for 
benefit of this program. 
 
Counseling and Testing (CT)  
 
DHAPP funds were used for the purchase of 
HIV test kits, information materials and IEC 
campaigns; monitoring and evaluation, 
equipment, project management and 
logistics, specifically around the CT goals 
for the program.  
 

Laboratory Capability/Infrastructure
 
None in this reporting period. 
 
Mass Awareness 
 
DHAPP funds were used to provide policy 
review and updates; advocacy and training, 
informational materials and the development 
of IEC campaigns, with the goal of 
eventually developing a large-scale 
promotional message campaign for HIV 
prevention. 
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