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Country Statistics 

The population of Cambodia is estimated at 13.6 million, with an average life expectancy of 
58.9 years. Khymer is the official language of Cambodia, which has an estimated literacy 
rate of 73.6%, unevenly distributed between men and women. After decades of war, the 
long-term development of the country’s economy remains a significant challenge. Subsis-
tence agriculture employs about 70% of the workforce, but tourism is of growing economic 
importance. The annual per capita income is estimated at $2,000. 

 

HIV/AIDS Statistics 

The HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in the general population is estimated to be 2.6%. Although 
an estimated 34,500 Cambodians have died of AIDS since the first case was reported in 
1991, HIV prevalence in the country continues to decline. Cambodia has an estimated 
170,000 people living with HIV/AIDS. The majority of HIV cases are transmitted through 
unprotected heterosexual contact. The highest prevalence occurs among female commer-
cial sex workers. Mother-to-child transmission is becoming an increasingly important route 
of transmission; about one quarter of all new HIV cases are transmitted this way. 

 

Military Statistics 

The size of Cambodia’s armed forces is approximately 140,000. As of this annual report, no 
information regarding HIV prevalence in the military was available. 

 

P R O G R A M  R E S P O N S E  

Proposed Future Activities 

In early 2005, DHAPP received a proposal for prevention efforts in the Royal Cambodian 
Armed Forces. Key objectives of the proposal include assure access to best practices and 
lessons learned in the areas of HIV/AIDS policy, counseling and testing, peer education, 
and technical requirements for management of HIV/AIDS; develop in-country medical ca-
pacity; build a cadre of medical personnel that can support HIV/AIDS treatment and care 
initiatives; build Cambodia’s medical capacity to support technical services associated with 
HIV/AIDS forcewide testing; and build capacity to manage and monitor HIV/AIDS activities 
and to continually assess the status of HIV in the defense community. Specific goals for the 
current requested funding included the training of 



 

 

3 Cambodian military physicians at the University of Hawaii HIV/AIDS Clinical Training 
Program (2 weeks), and sending 3 Cambodian military physicians to the established US 
Pacific Command Center of Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian As-
sistance and Royal Thai Army co-sponsored Regional Training Center HIV/AIDS work-
shops (4 days). 

 

O U T C O M E S  &  I M P A C T  

Prevention/Care/Treatment 

The HIV/AIDS prevention efforts currently taking place for military members in Cambo-
dia are being performed in collaboration with the Center of Excellence in Hawaii. During 
this quarter, a proposal has been received for DHAPP consideration and approved for 
action; however, at this time, no funding has been sent to Cambodia. 
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