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“"WINNING BATTLES IN THE WAR AGAINST HIV/AIDS
BACKGROUND
Country Statistics

The population of Georgia is estimated at 4.7 million, with an
average life expectancy of 75.9 years. Georgian is the official
language; the estimated literacy is 99%. Since independence
from the USSR, Georgia has endured periods of civil war and
unrest as well as violence, and it remains among the poorest
countries of the former USSR. The economy of Georgia is based
mainly on agriculture and services. The annual per capita in-
come is estimated at $3,100.

HIV/AIDS Statistics

The HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in the general population is estimated at 0.1%, with approxi-
mately 3000 people living with HIV/AIDS. The main route of HIV transmission is thought to
be intravenous drug use. Men are more severely affected than women. Vulnerable groups
include intravenous drug users, migrant populations, and commercial sex workers and their
clients.

Military Statistics

The size of the armed forces is approximately 27,000. As of
this annual report, no information regarding HIV prevalence in
the military was available.

PROGRAM RESPONSE

Military-to-Military Technical Assistance

DHAPP staff provided technical assistance to the Georgian military in Tbilisi, Georgia, and
conducted site visits to the local hospital and laboratory, and National AIDS Center, during
an in-country assist visit 6-11 March 2005. The purpose of the visit was to conduct a
needs assessment for the Georgian military HIV/AIDS program.

DHAPP staff met with the Chief of the Office of Defense Cooperation at the US Embassy,
the Deputy Chief of Mission there, the US Agency for International Development health co-
ordinator, and representatives from World Vision. DHAPP staff and Georgian Ministry of De-
fense officials discussed the US-funded initiatives that train Georgian soldiers in prepara-
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tion for overseas deployments. DHAPP staff visited the National AIDS Center, which opened
in 1989 and is the locus of most AIDS treatment activities in the country. Activities include
counseling and testing, infection control, blood safety, and antiretroviral therapy (ART).
Eighty-nine persons are now in ART and there is a substantial research effort under way.

There are plans to increase education and HIV testing, and to expand laboratory capability.
The Georgian military is transitioning to policy of mandatory HIV testing for all soldiers (not
just contractors), and soldiers deploying must be tested for HIV and hepatitis B and C vi-
ruses. Consideration is being given to develop a more robust testing program, including the
purchase of ELISA machine for the hospital, and expand HIV/AIDS education for troops.

In-Country Ongoing Assistance

Georgia received funding late in 2005, so the majority of
the assistance effort will be conducted in 2006. Significant
work has been planned with the Caucasus Social Market-
ing Agency and consists of conducting 43 training sessions
for a total of 850 soldiers deploying later in 2005. Other
work will be the creation and printing of Mini-books on HIV
and sexually transmitted infection (STI) for soldiers, deploy-
ing in Iraq, preparation and editing booklets on HIV and STI
for all army staff, and testing all Information, Education,
and Communication materials on focus groups.

Proposed Future Activities

A proposal was received on behalf of the Georgian military for the 2006 fiscal year. Specific
objectives of the proposed project include developing a train-the-trainer program for the
military, conducting forcewide HIV screening, establishing an HIV test laboratory, and estab-
lishing an STl syndromic management program.

OUTCOMES & IMPACT

Prevention/Care/Treatment

DHAPP staff members have begun early collaborative efforts with Georgian military officials
and US Embassy personnel to establish a comprehensive HIV/AIDS prevention/education
program for military members in their country. DHAPP funding was provided for startup ef-
forts in HIV prevention efforts in Georgia during late FY05. As of the end of the fiscal year,
no reportable data as a result of these have been collected, since the program has only
recently commenced. DHAPP staff members anticipate continued collaboration on a suc-
cessful initial program in Georgia.




