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Country Statistics 

The population of Uzbekistan is estimated at 26.9 million people, with an average life ex-
pectancy of 64.2 years. Uzbek is the official language, and the in-country literacy rate is 
estimated at 99.3%. Independent from the Soviet Union since 1991, Uzbekistan is a dry, 
landlocked country. Uzbekistan is now the world's second-largest cotton exporter, a large 
producer of gold and oil, and a regionally significant producer of chemicals and machinery. 
Agriculture is an important sector of the economy, employing 44% of the population. Annual 
per capita income is estimated at $1,800. 

 

HIV/AIDS Statistics 

The HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in the general population has been reported to be less than 
0.1%, with approximately 11,000 people living with HIV/AIDS. Despite a low prevalence 
rate, the number of HIV cases in Uzbekistan is growing rapidly. Intravenous drug use re-
mains the main source of HIV infection, followed by sexual transmission. Vulnerable groups 
include injecting drug users, commercial sex workers, prisoners, and migrants. Men are 
much more severely affected than women. Young people aged 15–34 years are much 
more severely affected than other age groups. 

 

Military Statistics 

The size of military is approximately 59,000. As of this annual report, no information regard-
ing HIV prevalence in the military was available. As of this annual report, no information 
regarding HIV prevalence in the military was available. 

 

P R O G R A M  R E S P O N S E  

Military-to-Military Technical Assistance 

DHAPP staff members have established contact with US Embassy staff in Uzbekistan and 
has assisted them, along with their military colleagues there, in the early development of a 
proposal for future activities. Through this collaboration, members of the Uzbekistan mili-
tary were able to work with the US Embassy to ensure 2 military physicians were able to 
attend vital training in HIV prevention, care, and treatment methods at the San Diego-based 
Military International HIV/AIDS Training Program (MIHTP).  

 

 



 

 

Proposed Future Activities 

A proposal was received on behalf of the military of Uzbekistan for the 2006 fiscal year. 
The specific objectives of the proposed project include expanding the HIV education 
program; conducting a knowledge, attitudes, behavior, and practices survey; conducting 
a seroprevalence study; establishing an HIV information and education center; expand-
ing laboratory infrastructure and the counseling and testing (CT) program to 6 fully 
equipped sites; and strengthening the sexually transmitted infections management pro-
gram. 

 

O U T C O M E S  &  I M P A C T  

Prevention/Care/Treatment 

DHAPP staff members have continued collaborative interaction with military officials 
and US Embassy staff in Uzbekistan to establish a comprehensive HIV/AIDS prevention/
education program for their country. Proposed activities have recently commenced in 
collaboration with the Naval Medical Research Unit No. 3 in Cairo. 

During FY05, DHAPP supported the attendance of 1 Uzbek physician for the April–May 
2005 MIHTP course. Feedback from the participant indicated that the course content 
was well received and should provide valuable insight as the military commences HIV/
AIDS prevention, care, and treatment programs in their country. 

FY06 plans include establishing 6 CT sites within the different military regions of Uzbeki-
stan to offer CT to 6000 service members. In addition, the Uzbekistan Ministry of De-
fense (MOD) has chosen a site for the HIV laboratory within the Central Military Hospital 
grounds in Tashkent. Three bids have been obtained for renovating the space, making it 
a first-rate, functioning HIV laboratory. Three bids have been obtained for purchasing 
the necessary equipment and supplies for testing the 6000 service personnel. The MOD 
will establish a date of onset for renovation and laboratory testing. 

DHAPP staff members anticipate future success and results directly in support of the 
targets set by the military efforts of HIV prevention in Uzbekistan. 
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