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BACKGROUND 

Country Statistics 

The estimated population of Belize is 300,000 people, with an average life expectancy 

of 68 years. English is the official language of Belize, which has an estimated literacy 

rate of 77%, evenly distributed between men and women. The gross domestic product 

(GDP) per capita is $7,900, with 33.5% of the population of Belize living below the 

poverty level. In this small, essentially private-enterprise economy, tourism is the 

number one foreign exchange earner, followed by exports of marine products, citrus, 

cane sugar, bananas, and garments. 

 

HIV/AIDS Statistics 

The HIV prevalence rate in the Belize general population is estimated at 2.5%, which 

marks Belize with the highest per capita HIV prevalence rate in Central America. 

Seventy percent (70%) of HIV cases in Belize are attributed to heterosexual sex, with 

another 7% attributed to men who have sex with men. 

 

Military Statistics 

The Belize Defense Force (BDF) is composed of approximately 800 personnel, with a 

primary task of defending the nation’s borders and providing support to civil 

authorities. Belize allocates 1.4% of the GDP for military expenditures. The BDF 

estimates military HIV prevalence rates at 0.07%. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PROGRAM RESPONSE 

In-Country Ongoing Assistance 

The Center for Disaster and Humanitarian Assistance Medicine implementing 

agency for the United States Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences, 

conducted an initial needs assessment in Belize in 2004, with a 2006 follow-on 

visit to discuss logistics of their proposal to DHAPP. No activity occurred in 

2007.  

 

Proposed Future Activities 

DHAPP did not receive a proposal from the BDF for activities in FY08.  
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