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BACKGROUND 

Country Statistics 

The estimated population of Eritrea is 4.9 million people, with an average life 
expectancy of 60 years. Several languages are spoken in Eritrea, including Afar and 
Arabic, with an estimated literacy rate of 59%, unevenly distributed between men 
and women. Since independence from Ethiopia in 1993, Eritrea has faced the 
economic problems of a small, desperately poor country.  The gross domestic 
product (GDP) per capita is $1,000, with 50% of Eritreans living below the poverty 
level. 

 

HIV/AIDS Statistics 

The HIV prevalence rate in Eritrea’s general population is estimated at 2.4%. Eritrea 
has approximately 59,000 individuals living with HIV/AIDS. Identified significant 
risk factors include blood transfusions and unprotected sexual contact. Most cases of 
HIV in Eritrea are spread though heterosexual sex.  

 

Military Statistics 

The Eritrean Armed Forces (EAF) is estimated at approximately 200,000. Eritrea 
allocates 6.3% of the GDP for military purposes.  

 

PROGRAM RESPONSE 

In-Country Ongoing Assistance 

Bilateral military programs for HIV prevention in the EAF were suspended during 
FY07. 



 

 

 

Foreign Military Financing Assistance 

Eritrea was awarded Foreign Military Financing funding for the acquisition of 
laboratory equipment, and supporting reagents and supplies related to the 
diagnosis and treatment of HIV/AIDS. This award was appropriated for fiscal 
years 2003 and 2004. Funding for 2003 and 2005 was released for expenditure 
during FY05 and FY07, respectively. These funds have been used to procure a 
chemistry analyzer, centrifuge, and water bath, in addition to other supporting 
diagnostic supplies and reagents. Since the bilateral military programs have 
been suspended, no further procurement have occurred. 

 

OUTCOMES & IMPACT 

No activities occurred during this fiscal year because the bilateral military 
programs have been suspended indefinitely by the US Embassy in Asmara. 
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