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BACKGROUND 

Country Statistics 

The estimated population of Liberia is 3.3 million people, with an average life 

expectancy of 41 years. Liberian is the official language, and the literacy rate is 

estimated at 58%, unevenly distributed between men and women. Civil war and 

government mismanagement have destroyed much of Liberia’s economy, especially 

the infrastructure in and around Monrovia. Many businesses fled the country, taking 

capital and expertise with them, but with the conclusion of fighting and the 

installation of a democratically elected government in 2006, some have returned. 

The gross domestic product (GDP) per capita is $500, with 80% of Liberian people 

living below the poverty level. 

 

HIV/AIDS Statistics 

The current HIV prevalence rate in Liberia’s general population is unknown, but 

2006 estimates ranged from 2% to 5% among adults. 

 

Military Statistics 

The size of the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) has drastically decreased from 

14,000 to 1,600 troops in recent years. With assistance from the US Department of 

Defense, the new troops are well-trained and well-equipped, and most importantly, 

will protect Liberia’s people and respect their human rights. Liberia expends 1.3% 

of the GDP on its military. 

 

 



 

 

 

PROGRAM RESPONSE 

In-Country Ongoing Assistance 

The AFL and staff from the Office of Defense Cooperation (ODC) at the US 

Embassy have begun to initiate an HIV prevention program. DHAPP staff have 

provided technical assistance as the program prospers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foreign Military Financing  Assistance  

Liberia was awarded Foreign Military Financing funding for the acquisition of 

laboratory equipment, and supporting reagents and supplies related to the 

diagnosis and treatment of HIV/AIDS. This award was appropriated for FY06, 

and funding has not yet been released for expenditure. Although still in 

negotiation, the current proposal for these funds includes procuring HIV/AIDS 

diagnostic equipment and supplies. 

 

OUTCOMES & IMPACTS 

DHAPP looks forward to successful program implementation in Liberia. During 

FY07, the search began for a program manager to implement an HIV prevention 

program for the AFL. 
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Proposed Future Activities 

DHAPP received a proposal for FY08 activities from the ODC on behalf of the 

AFL. The primary goals of this phase of the AFL HIV/AIDS prevention program 

are to hire a program manager and develop infrastructure for the prevention 

program. 
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