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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE HIV/AIDS
PREVENTION PROGRAM

MADAGASCAR

BACKGROUND

Country Statistics

The estimated population of Madagascar is 20 million people, with an average life
expectancy of 63 years. French and Malagasy are the official languages of
Madagascar, which has an estimated literacy rate of 70%, unevenly distributed
between men and women. Agriculture, which includes fishing and forestry, is a
mainstay of the economy and accounts for more than one fourth of Madagascar’s
gross domestic product (GDP), and employs 80% of the population. The GDP per
capita is $1,000, with 50% of Malagasy people living below the poverty level.
Exports of apparel have boomed in recent years primarily due to duty-free access to
the United States. Deforestation and erosion, aggravated by the use of firewood as
the primary source of fuel, are serious concerns.

HIV/AIDS Statistics

The HIV prevalence rate in the general population of Madagascar is estimated at
0.5%, with approximately 49,000 individuals living with HIVV/AIDS. Most cases of
HIV in Madagascar are spread through multi-partner heterosexual sex.

Military Statistics

The People’s Armed Forces of Madagascar (PAFM) has an estimated 21,000
members. Madagascar allocates 1% of the GDP for military expenditures. No HIV/
AIDS prevalence data were available for the armed forces.
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PROGRAM RESPONSE

In-Country Ongoing Assistance

The PAFM has continued to build a comprehensive HIV program. The PAFM
works closely with the US Embassy Security Assistance Office and DHAPP on
program coordination.

Foreign Military Financing Assistance

Madagascar was awarded Foreign Military Financing funding for the acquisition
of laboratory equipment, and supporting reagents and supplies related to the
diagnosis and treatment of HIVV/AIDS. This award was appropriated for FY05-
06, and funding for 2005 was released for expenditure during FY07. Although
still in negotiation, the current proposal for these funds includes procuring rapid
HIV test kits, an ELISA machine, autoclave, centrifuge, and other supporting
laboratory supplies and reagents.

OUTCOMES & IMPACTS

Prevention

Health care providers who also served
as peer educators and work at military
health installations around Madagascar
provided mass sensitization activities
in their respective regions. Six hundred
and sixty-five (665) individuals were
reached in the mass sensitization
activities. A total of 100 peer
educators were recruited and trained.
In addition, condoms were provided to the PAFM.
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Care

Counseling and Testing (CT) services were providing to 760 individuals. The
testing services were conducted in 3 areas where there are DHAPP-funded CT
Centers, and 1 specific area were there is an influx of mining workers from
South Africa. Throughout the year, additional lab equipment was procured for
the various labs.

Proposed Future Activities

DHAPP received a proposal from the Security Assistance Office at the US
Embassy on behalf of the PAFM for activities in FY08. The objectives of the
proposal include (1) increase mass prevention efforts for PAFM personnel and
their families, (2) procure additional lab equipment for increased CT capabilities,
(3) develop a strategy for a military outreach program to educate the population
in outlying provincial regions, and (4) improve sanitary conditions and
procedures in clinics and hospitals for blood transfusions.
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