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BACKGROUND 

Country Statistics 

The estimated population of Suriname is 476,000 people, with an average life 

expectancy of 73 years. Dutch is the official language of Suriname, which has an 

estimated literacy rate of 90%. The gross domestic product (GDP) per capita is 

$7,800, with 70% of the population of Suriname living below the poverty level. The 

economy is dominated by the mining industry, with exports of alumina, gold, and oil 

accounting for about 85% of exports and 25% of government revenues, making the 

economy highly vulnerable to mineral price volatility. The short-term economic 

outlook depends on the government’s ability to control inflation and on the 

development of projects in the bauxite and gold mining sectors. 

 

HIV/AIDS Statistics 

The HIV prevalence rate in the Suriname general population is estimated at 1.9%. 

There are an estimated 5,200 people living with HIV. Relatively little is known 

about the factors that influence the spread of HIV/AIDS in Suriname. Heterosexual 

contact is thought to be the principal mode of HIV transmission. Prevalence among 

commercial sex workers is estimated at 22%. 

 

 

Military Statistics 

The Suriname National Army (SNA) consists of approximately 2,500 volunteer 

active-duty members with a small Air Force, Navy, and military police, the majority 

of whom are deployed as light infantry (Army) security forces. Primarily tasked with 

the defense of the nation’s borders and to provide support to civil authorities as 



 

 

directed, the SNA is predominately male, with an average age of 25 years. 

Suriname expends 0.6% of the GDP on military expenditures. No estimates of 

military HIV prevalence rates are available. 

 

PROGRAM RESPONSE 

In-Country Ongoing Assistance 

A representative from the US Naval Medical Research Center Detachment in 

Lima, Peru, traveled to Suriname on behalf of DHAPP. The purpose of trip was 

to conduct an assessment for HIV/AIDS programming in Suriname. Discussions 

are under way on future programming. 

 

OUTCOMES & IMPACT 

No program activities occurred in FY07. DHAPP and the SNA look forward to 

future activities. 

 

Proposed Future Activities 

DHAPP is working in collaboration with the US Southern Command and the 

SNA on future HIV programming. 
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