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BACKGROUND 

Country Statistics 

The estimated population of Guinea is 9.8 million people, with an average life 

expectancy of 57 years. French is the official language of Guinea, which has an 

estimated literacy rate of 29.5%, unevenly distributed between men and women. 

Guinea possesses major mineral, hydropower, and agricultural resources, yet 

remains an underdeveloped nation. The country has almost half of the world’s 

bauxite reserves and is the second-largest bauxite producer. The mining sector 

accounts for over 70% of exports. Long-running improvements in government fiscal 

arrangements, literacy, and the legal framework are needed if the country is to move 

out of poverty. The GDP per capita is $1,100. 

 

HIV/AIDS Statistics 

The estimated HIV prevalence rate in the general population of Guinea is 1.6%, with 

approximately 81,000 individuals living with HIV/AIDS. Most cases of HIV in 

Guinea are spread through multi-partner heterosexual sex and mother-to-child 

transmission. 

 

Military Statistics 

The Guinean Armed Forces (GAF) is estimated at 

23,000 members. Guinea allocates 1.7% of the     

GDP for military expenditures. A nationwide HIV 

prevalence study done in 2001 indicated an HIV 

prevalence rate in the military of 6.6%, which is 

significantly higher than the general population. 
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PROGRAM REPONSE 

In-Country Ongoing Assistance 

DHAPP collaborated with the GAF, US DAO in Conakry and PSI. In 

collaboration with PSI, the GAF focuses on an all-inclusive intervention; that is, 

it includes abstinence, fidelity, and correct and consistent condom use. Other 

messages are partner reduction, STI treatment, and using CT centers. 

 

Foreign Military Financing Assistance 

Guinea was awarded Foreign Military Financing funding for the acquisition of 

laboratory equipment, and supporting reagents and supplies related to the 

diagnosis and treatment of HIV/AIDS. This award was appropriated for FY05, 

FY06, and FY07. FY06 funds were released in early FY09. Although still in 

negotiation, the current proposal for these funds includes procuring an incubator 

and fluorescent microscope, in addition to other supporting diagnostic supplies 

and reagents. 

 

OUTCOMES & IMPACTS 

In FY08, no programmatic activities occurred for the GAF. In early 2009, a new 

grant was signed between DHAPP and PSI to provide support to the GAF’s 

program. Activities will begin in March 2009. In January 2009, DHAPP hired an 

in-country program manager to support the program in Guinea. The program 

manager reports to the US DAO and 

coordinates PSI’s activities with the 

GAF. 

 

Proposed Future Activities 

DHAPP looks forward to continued 

collaboration with the GAF and PSI.   
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