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BACKGROUND 

Country Statistics 

In 1991, Kyrgyzstan achieved independence from the Soviet Union. Kyrgyzstan is a 

poor, mountainous country with a predominantly agricultural economy. The estimated 

population of Kyrgyzstan is 5.3 million people, with an average life expectancy of 69 

years. Kyrgyz and Russian are the official languages of Kyrgyzstan, which has an 

estimated literacy rate of 99%, evenly distributed between men and women. Cotton, 

tobacco, wool, and meat are the main agricultural products, although only tobacco and 

cotton are exported in any significant quantity. Industrial exports include gold, 

mercury, uranium, natural gas, and electricity. The GDP per capita is $2,200. 

 

HIV/AIDS Statistics 

The HIV prevalence rate in Kyrgyzstan’s general population is estimated at 0.1%, with 

approximately 4,200 people living with HIV. Risk factors in this concentrated 

epidemic include primarily intravenous drug use but sexual transmission accounts for 

most other cases. 

 

Military Statistics 

The Kyrgyzstan military 

comprises an estimated 10,000 

personnel. Military HIV 

prevalence rates are unknown. 

 

 



 

 

PROGRAM RESPONSE 

In-Country Ongoing Assistance 

With financial support from DHAPP and 

administrative support from the Security 

Assistance Office at the US Embassy, the 

Kyrgyzstan military has made continued 

progress with its HIV prevention program. 

The Kyrgyzstan military regularly conducts 

specified activities in HIV prevention 

among soldiers based on partnership and a 

unified methodological approach, which are 

a part of the national response to the HIV 

epidemic.  

 

OUTCOMES & IMPACT 

Prevention and Care 

A master trainer seminar for officers occurred in FY08. The seminar was 

conducted in conjunction with the United Nations Development Programme. 

DHAPP supported the training by providing all equipment for multi-media 

presentations and all prevention education materials. The materials were shared 

during troop-level trainings, which reached 5,280 soldiers. When the Kyrgyzstan 

military is not using its presentation equipment such as laptops and multi-media 

projectors provided by DHAPP, they are shared with civilians such as teachers, 

youth, and local religious leaders for HIV/AIDS prevention seminars. 

 

Proposed Future Activities 

The Kyrgyzstan military submitted a proposal for FY08 and received funding. 

Not all funds were expended during FY08, so the Kyrgyzstan military will 

continue its programmatic activities in FY09. The specific objectives of the 

proposed project include (1) procure HIV rapid test kits, (2) train clinicians at 

MIHTP, and (3) procure sterilization equipment to prevent the transmission of 

HIV infection. 
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