[image: image1.png]o

Nuevas
Normas
de Trafico

Conocerlas
es vital para todos.

e





NEW TRAFFIC REGULATIONS
DRIVERS
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Before:
It was not regulated

Now:
 It is prohibited to use mobile phones or any type of communication system while driving, unless it can be used properly without the use of your hands, headphones or similar instruments.
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Before: 
It was not regulated

Now:
Devices that might distract the driver’s attention, such as screens with Internet access, TV monitors, VCR or DVD, are prohibited.  Are exempt from this prohibition, monitors that, though visible to drivers, its use might be necessary (vision for pedestrians exit/entry, rear maneuvers, etc) as well as GPS devices.
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Before: Engine and lights had to be off while refueling

Now:
 All electric gadgets and electromagnetic systems, such as radios and cell phones need to be off as well.
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Before:  It was not regulated

Now:
  It is prohibited to install on vehicles mechanisms, systems or any other device aimed to avoid traffic officers’ control (radar detectors).  It is also prohibited to flash lights to warn other drivers of their presence. 
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Before: It was not regulated

Now:
 Vehicles using the new dynamic or tele-tolling device must be equipped with the technical means for its use. 
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Before:  Only cars, motorcycles and trucks less than 3,500 kilograms were allowed to circulate on right road shoulders, or on the right margin of roads at an unusual slow speed, during emergency situations, and if it disrupted traffic.  On freeways, it was mandatory to leave the road at the first possible exit.

Now:   The authorization is extended to all vehicles not exceeding 3,500 kilograms.  The obligation to abandon the road at the first possible exit is also applicable to highways.
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Before: It was not regulated

Now:
 Emergency lights should be used when a vehicle cannot reach the minimum speed posted and exist danger of rear ending. 
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Before:  Obligation to use low beams, in the daytime or at night, for vehicles driving on special lanes (reversible, opposite to regular direction and provisional additional lanes)

Now:  When necessary, high beams can be used on special lanes.  Also, drivers on lanes assigned to regular traffic, but having an adjoining lane for traffic opposite direction, must have lights on (low/high beams, depending on the moment).  If there is only one lane in regular traffic direction, the driver must limit speed to 80 k/ph.
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Before:  Some specific vehicles (underlined in the following chart) were not regulated before. The roads for automobiles, now incorporated as new in this Traffic Regulations, are conventional roads posted as such, with total access limitation to neighboring properties. 

Now:  

	Roads    

Vehicles  
	Highways and

Freeways
	Conventional roads posted as roads for cars *
	Other roads out of city boundaries

	Automobiles & motorcycles
	 120 km/h
	  100 km/h
	 90 km/h

	Vehicles derived from cars, mixed adaptable cars and buses 
	 100 km/h 
	  90 km/h
	 80 km/h

	Trucks, tractor-trailers, vans, auto caravans, tractor-vehicle and cars with trailers up to 750 kgs. 
	 90 km/h
	  80 km/h
	 70 km/h

	Cars with trailers over 750 kgs.
	 80 km/h
	  80 km/h
	 70 km/h


* Also in all other conventional roads, as long as they have a paved shoulder of, at least, 1.50 meters width, or more than one lane for any of the traffic directions.

If no posted sign, the maximum speed on freeways and highways passing through towns will be 80 km/h.
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Before: The load could not protrude from vehicle floor except on those assigned exclusively to transporting merchandise.

Now:  On vehicles not specifically assigned to transport merchandise, the load may protrude at the rear up to ten per cent of its length and, if indivisible, fifteen per cent. 

The protruding load must be properly marked at the rear by the appropriate sign.
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Before:  It was not regulated

Now:
  If standing passengers are authorized to travel in a bus, the maximum speed, no matter the type of road, will be 80 km/h.

[image: image13.png]



  

Before:  There was no reference to bicycles or cycle lanes.

Now:  In towns or outside them, speed should be reduced, or even stop, when approaching bicycles traveling in the proximities of roads and intersections used exclusively by bicycles. 
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Before:  Driving in tunnels and underpasses was not regulated.
Now:  If traffic flow could likely leave a driver stopped inside a tunnel or underpass, the driver is obligated to wait outside behind the vehicle in front until the way is free.

Drivers must respect the norms, in tunnels and underpasses, pertaining to prohibition to stop, park, change direction, reversing or overtaking.  Also, must use the appropriate lights and obey instructions from traffic lights and changeable warning panels, as well as from megaphones or any other source.

If due to an emergency the vehicle remains immobilized inside a tunnel, the engine should be turned off; emergency sign connected and sidelights turned on.  If the breakdown allows continuing, the vehicle must be taken out of the tunnel or underpass. If not, move the vehicle to the nearest zone, in the traffic direction, reserved for emergencies.  If none, it should be taken as near as possible to the right side of the road; place the triangles and request help in the nearest SOS post.

In case of fire, the driver shall move the vehicle as much as possible to the right side; turn off engine; leave ignition key in and doors open.  All passengers will abandon the vehicle and walk, out of the road, to the refuge or nearest exit opposite to fire direction.

However, if the vehicle is immobilized due to traffic needs, passengers cannot exit the vehicle. Connect, temporarily, the emergency lights to warn other road users, stop as far as possible from the vehicle in front and turn engine off.

Overtaking is prohibited when there is traffic on both directions, except when there is more than one lane on driver’s traffic direction.  Then, overtaking without invading opposite lane is permitted.

If there is no intention to overtake, a safety distance of at least 100 meters from the vehicle in front, or an interval of four seconds minimum, should be maintained. For vehicles of more than 3,500 Kgs, the distance will be 150 meters or 6 seconds interval. 

[image: image15.png]


 

Before: Drivers had to yield to vehicles driving on preferential roads, if they had a vertical yield/stop sign.

Now: Preferential rules apply also to horizontal signs.
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Before: Children between 3-12 years old, and less than 1,50 meters tall, had to use a restrain device approved for their height and weight, provided that vehicles had it installed.  Otherwise, they had to use the adults’ seat belt at the rear seats.  Children less than three sitting at the rear had to use a restrain device adapted to their height and weight, provided the vehicle had it installed.

Now:  The norm is extended to any person older than three not reaching 1.50 meters tall.  Children less than three are always obligated to use a restrain device officially approved for their weight and height. 
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Before: It was not regulated

Now: Drivers of cars, buses, merchandise trucks, mixed trucks, non-agricultural articulated vehicles, and drivers and auxiliary personnel of vehicles providing protection or escort to others, must wear a high visibility reflective vest when stepping and standing out of the vehicle, either on the road or road shoulder. 

This rule is mandatory for automobile drivers six months after the new Traffic Regulations take effect. 
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Before: Pedestrians could not walk on freeways. No hitchhikers could be picked up on freeways.

Now:  The prohibition to walk, or pick up a hitchhiker, is extended to highways.
BICYCLES, MOPEDS AND MOTORCYCLES
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Before: It was not regulated

Now:  Cyclists will have right of way over motor vehicles when turning right or left to access another road, or when the first cyclist in a group might have negotiated entering an intersection or roundabout.
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Before: It was not specifically regulated

Now:  The blood alcohol level of 0,5 applies now not only to drivers of vehicles but to cyclists also.
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Before:  It was not regulated

Now:  During lengthy descents with curves, cyclists may abandon the shoulder of the road and ride on the right portion of the road needed. Vehicles following cyclists may drive at low speed on the road shoulder. 
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Before:  It was not regulated  

Now:  Bicycle riders are allowed not to maintain the distance between each other, increasing attention, thus to avoid rear ending among them.  Also, it is permitted to pass each other when in groups.  They are allowed to ride in columns of two maximum, as close as possible to the right side of the road, and in column of one in stretches of low visibility. They have to ride on the shoulder of the road on highways, provided they are older than fourteen and a posted sign does not prohibit it. If prohibited, a sign will indicate alternate itinerary.  

[image: image23.png]



  
Before:  It was not regulated

Now:  Bicycle riders must wear a reflective article of clothing that permits other road users to see them from a distance of 150 meters, when riding on inter-urban roads where vehicle lights are mandatory, 
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Before:
It was not regulated

Now:
 Riders and passengers of bicycles must wear officially approved helmets when riding on inter-urban roads, except on lengthy ramps for medical reasons and under extreme heat conditions.  Professional cyclists in competition or while training shall go by their own rules.
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Before:  It was only prohibited on freeways 

Now:  Mopeds and vehicles for handicapped people (tare not more than 350 kilograms and not exceeding 45 km/h on flat roads) are also prohibited on highways. 
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Before:  It was not regulated
Now:
 Bicycles are allowed to transport a child, up to seven-year-old, on an additional officially approved seat, when the operator is over the age of 18-year-old. 


Vehicles manufactured for two riders may have a passenger over 12-year-old.  Exceptionally, kids over 7-year-old will be permitted as passengers, when the operator is the father, mother, tutor or a duly authorized adult, and provided they wear approved helmets.
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Before:  In urban or inter-urban roads, when there was no specific lane for the left turn, two wheels cycles and mopeds had to get on the right, off the road if possible, and initiate the turn from there. 

Now: This rule is limited to inter-urban roads only. 
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Before:  It was not regulated

Now:   It is mandatory for drivers and passengers on SOME motorcycles (with/out sidecar), mopeds, three-wheel/four-wheel cycles DESIGNED with a self-protection structure and seat belts AS SPECIFIED ON THE ITV INSPECTION CARD, to wear seat belt either on urban or inter-urban roads.  AS SPECIFIED ON THE ITV CARD they are exempt from wearing the helmet.  All riders and passengers of regular motorcycles must follow appropriate safety, registration and training requirements.   

SOME NEW SIGNS THAT INCORPORATE 

OR MODIFY THESE REGULATIONS

TRAFFIC POLICE OFFICERS SIGNALS
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Requires all road users to stop.  At intersections, the stopping must be conducted prior to entering the same.
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Requires stopping to all road users approaching the Traffic Police Officer from directions blocking the one indicated by the extended arm/s, whichever the way of traffic. 
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Requires stopping by all road users the light is directed to. 
SIGNALS FROM VEHICLES
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The road is temporarily closed to traffic on vehicle’s carrying the flag passing.
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The road is open again to traffic on vehicle’s carrying the flag passing.
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Need to take extra precautions or proximity of a danger. May be used also by authorized auxiliary personnel.
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The Traffic Police Officer from a vehicle indicates the obligation to stop on the right side.
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The Traffic Police Officer indicates from a vehicle the obligation for the preceding vehicle to stop on the right side.  

NEW TRAFFIC SIGNS   
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  Pedestrians
       
 No moped entry

No left or U-turn
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      Speed Limit 30km/h

Tele-toll
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       for cyclists

      right of way
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Destination sign to a cyclist 


 Complementary panel

lane or path 





 of a vertical sign

MARKS ON THE ROAD   
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Indicates the place where an emergency braking zone starts and prohibits stopping and parking.
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Indicates a road or path for cyclists.
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Indicates the road margin, the presence of a curve and traffic direction, a plant work site or other obstacles.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS
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(Or two yellow lights alternatively intermittent). Drivers must proceed with caution and yield, if required. Besides, drivers are not exempt from complying with other traffic signs compelling road users to stop.
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It reiterates the right of way, reminding that this rule does not apply at an intersection where transverse traffic flow could be obstructed. 

   CHANGEABLE SIGNS PANEL
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TRANSITING ON A MOUNTING STRETCH OR PASS
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DEFINITIONS
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Novelty: “ROAD FOR MOTOR VEHICLES”. Road marked as such by a vertical sign, with total access limitation. For the exclusive traffic use of automobiles (cars, trucks, etc.)

Novelty:  “TRAFFIC CIRCLE”. It is a special type of intersection characterized because the stretches meeting with it do it thru a ring where a revolving circulation, around a central island, is established.  Are not exactly considered traffic circles those defined as broken traffic circles, on which two stretches, generally opposite, are connected thru the central island, so traffic flows from one to the other but it does not get round it.
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Traffic Circle 
       Intersection of       Intersection with

Pre-signaling           mandatory revolving   revolving circulation

 direction   

Translated by:


Francisco López-Ibáñez


Assistant Security Officer





Knowing them is 


vital for everybody 





SPANISH TRAFFIC RULES





ONLY HANDS-FREE CELL PHONES





SCREENS WITH IMAGES ARE PROHIBITED





RADIO & CELL PHONE TURNED OFF WHEN REFUELING





RADAR DETECTORS ARE PROHIBITED





DYMANIC TOLL, ONLY WITH APPROPRIATE DEVICE





EMERGENCY TRAFFIC ON ROAD SHOULDERS





EMERGENCY LIGHTS IF DANGER OR REAR ENDING





LIGHTS AND SPEED LIMITATION ON SPECIAL LANES





NEW SPEED LIMITS FOR SOME VEHICLES





PROTRUDING LOAD, ALWAYS MARKED





BUSES WITH STANDING PASSENGERS, SLOWER





MODERATE SPEED WHEN CYCLISTS ARE AROUND








TUNNELS AND UNDERPASSES, NEW REGULATIONS





YIELDING AT VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL SIGNS  





CHILDREN, ALWAYS RESTRAINED





USE OF REFLECTIVE VEST   





NO PEDESTRIANS ON FREEWAYS OR HIGHWAYS





CYCLISTS, RIGHT OF WAY OVER MOTOR VEHICLES





BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVEL FOR CYCLISTS





PRONOUNCED DESCENTS AND TRACKING





RIDE IN GROUP, BUT NOT IN A BUNCH





REFLECTIVES, MANDATORY 





EVERYBODY WITH HELMET ON BICYCLES





VEHICULAR TRAFFIC FOR HANDICAPPED PEOPLE





MINORS ON TWO WHEELS VEHICLES





INTER-URBAN TURNS, FROM THE RIGHT





WEARING SEAT BELTS ON MOTORBIKE





ARM RAISED VERTICALLY





ARM/S EXTENDED HORIZONTALLY





SWINGING A RED OR YELLOW LIGHT





RED FLAG





GREEN FLAG





YELLOW FLAG





ARM EXTENDED, LEANED DOWNWARDS


AND STEADY











RED OR YELLOW 


INTERMITENT/FLASHING LIGHT   


           FORWARDS





WHITE AND RED DRAUGHTBOARD





CYCLIST PATH MARK





BEACONS DEVICE





YELLOW BLINKING LIGHT





GREEN LIGHT





They regulate traffic, adapting it to changeable circumstances. They inform drivers, warning them of potential dangers and provide compulsory recommendations or instructions. 








The term FAST ROAD, and the signs with green background affecting them, is cancelled








