NMCP Infection Control

WASHERS/DRYERS
POLICY:

Washers and dryers within NMCP command are primarily for the use of patients
in residential treatment areas (SARP and In-patient units 5 E & F).

There are two (2) exceptions:

1) Occupational Therapy, where patients are taught by staff how to perform
laundering of their clothing after discharge or rehab.

2) Sleep Lab, where competent staff launder only belt covers following the
directions outlined in the unit’s Standard of Practice (SOP).

General Information for SARP and 5 E & F:

e Patients may use equipment under the supervision of staff within the
treatment area.

e Only the patient’s personal items may be laundered.

e Any gross fecal contamination must be rinsed from items prior to being
laundered.

e Follow the manufacturer’s recommendations for the maintenance of
equipment.

e All washing machine/dryers used in the areas mentioned above are set up
for correct operation l.e., temperature of water/heat, proper
drainage/venting, etc. by the command Facilities Department.
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