IPEDS GLOSSARY FROM NATIONAL CENTER OF EDUCATION STATISTICS

U. S. Dept of Education

ACADEMIC PROGRAM.  An instructional program leading toward an associate's, bachelor's, master's, doctor's, or first-professional degree or resulting in credits that can be applied to one of these degrees.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT.  Expenses for the support services that are an integral part of the institution's primary mission of instruction, research, or public service. Includes expenses for libraries, museums, galleries, audiovisual services, academic computing support, ancillary support, academic administration, personnel development, and course curriculum development. Also, includes expenses for veterinary and dental clinics if their primary purpose is to support the institutional program.

ACADEMIC YEAR.  The period of time generally extending from September to June; usually equated to 2 semesters or trimesters, 3 quarters, or the period covered by a

4-1-4 plan.

ACCREDITING AGENCIES.  Agencies that establish operating standards for educational or professional institutions and programs, determine the extent to which the standards are met, and publicly announce their findings.

ADJUNCT FACULTY. Non-tenure track faculty serving in a temporary or auxiliary capacity to teach specific courses on a course-by-course basis. Includes both faculty who are hired to teach an academic degree-credit course and those hired to teach a remedial, developmental, or ESL course; whether the latter three categories earn college credit is immaterial. Excludes regular part-time faculty (who, unlike adjuncts are not paid on a course-by-course basis), graduate assistants, full-time professional staff of the institution who may teach individual courses (e.g., a  dean or academic advisor), and appointees who teach non-credit courses exclusively.

ADMISSIONS TEST SCORES.  Scores on standardized admissions tests or special admissions tests.

ADULT BASIC EDUCATION.  Courses designed primarily for students 16 years of age and older to improve basic skills in reading, writing, and arithmetic. These courses are not intended to be part of a program leading to a high school degree, nor are they part of any academic, occupational, or vocational program at the postsecondary level.

APPLICATION FEE.  That amount of money that an institution charges for processing a student's  application for admittance to the institution. This amount is not creditable toward tuition or  required fees, nor is it refundable if the student is not admitted to the institution.

ASSOCIATE'S COLLEGES.  These institutions offer associate's degree and certificate programs but, with few exceptions, award no baccalaureate degrees.

ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE.  An award that normally requires at least 2 but less than 4 years of full-time equivalent college work.

AUDIT/AUDITING (A CLASS).  This occurs when a student elects to take a course, but does not wish to receive credit for the course toward a degree or other formal award. 

AVOCATIONAL PROGRAMS.  Instructional programs in personal interest and leisure categories whose expressed intent is not to produce postsecondary credits, nor to lead to a formal award or an academic degree, nor result in occupationally specific skills.

BACHELOR'S DEGREE.  An award (baccalaureate or equivalent degree, as determined by the Secretary, U.S. Department of Education) that normally requires at least 4 but NOT more than 5 years of full-time equivalent college-level work. This includes ALL bachelor's degrees conferred in a 5-year COOPERATIVE (WORK-STUDY PLAN) PROGRAM. A cooperative plan provides for alternate class attendance and employment in business, industry, or government; thus, it allows students to combine actual work experience with their college studies. Also, includes bachelor's degrees in which the normal 4 years of work are completed in 3 years.

BOARD CHARGES.  The charge for an academic year for meals, for a specified number of meals per week.

BOOKS AND SUPPLIES.  The average cost of books and supplies for a typical student for an entire academic year (or program). This does not include unusual costs for special groups

of students (e.g., engineering or art majors), unless they constitute the majority of students at the institution.

BRANCH INSTITUTION.  A campus or site of an educational institution that is not temporary, is located in a community beyond a reasonable commuting distance from its parent institution, and offers organized PROGRAMS of study, not just courses.

CALENDAR SYSTEM.  The method by which an institution structures most of its courses for the academic year.

CARNEGIE CLASSIFICATION CODE.  Code structure developed by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching to classify institutions based largely on academic mission.  The most recent code structure was implemented in 2000 and classifies institutions into the following categories:

· Doctoral/Research Universities-Extensive

· Doctoral/Research Universities-Intensive

· Master's Colleges and Universities I

· Master's Colleges and Universities II

· Baccalaureate Colleges--Liberal Arts

· Baccalaureate Colleges-General

· Baccalaureate/Associate's Colleges

· Associate's Colleges

· Specialized Institutions

· Theological seminaries and other specialized faith-related institutions

· Medical schools and medical centers

· Other separate health profession schools

· Schools of engineering and technology

· Schools of business and management

· Schools of art, music, and design

· Schools of law

· Teachers colleges

· Other specialized institutions

· Tribal Colleges and Universities

CERTIFICATE.  A formal award certifying the satisfactory completion of a Postsecondary education program.

CEU.  Continuing education unit. One continuing education unit is normally defined as 10 contact hours of participation in an organized continuing education experience under responsible sponsorship, capable direction, and qualified instruction.

CLOCK HOUR.  See Contact Hour.

COLLEGE WORK-STUDY PROGRAM (CWS).   Provides part-time employment to eligible postsecondary students to help meet educational expenses. This program provides grants to institutions for partial reimbursement of wages paid to students. 

COMPREHENSIVE FEE.  The one fixed amount of money charged by an institution that covers tuition, required fees, room, and board. For some institutions, this amount may also cover books and supplies.

CONTACT HOUR.  A unit of measure that represents an hour of scheduled instruction given to students. Also referred to as clock hour.

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION.  Programs and courses designed specifically for individuals who have completed a professional degree (such as law, medicine, dentistry, or social work) to obtain additional training in their particular field of study.

CONTINUOUS BASIS (FOR PROGRAM ENROLLMENT).   A calendar system classification that is used by institutions that enroll students at any time during the academic year. For example, a school might allow students to enroll and begin studies at various times, with no requirement that classes begin on a certain date.

COOPERATIVE (WORK-STUDY PLAN) PROGRAM.   A program that provides for alternate class attendance and employment in business, industry, or government.

CORRESPONDENCE.   A method of instruction with students receiving structured units of information and accompanying material completely through the mail.

COUNSELING SERVICE.  Activities designed to assist students in making plans and decisions related to their education, career, or personal development.

CREDIT.  Recognition of attendance or performance in an instructional activity (course or program) that can be applied by a recipient toward the requirements for a degree, diploma, certificate, or other formal award.

CREDIT COURSE.  A course that, if successfully completed, can be applied toward the number of courses required for achieving a degree, diploma, certificate, or other formal award.

CREDIT HOUR.  A unit of measure representing an hour (50 minutes) of instruction over a 15-week period in a semester or trimester system or a 10-week period in a quarter system. It is applied toward the total number of hours needed for completing the requirements of a degree, diploma, certificate, or other formal award. 

DEGREE.  An award conferred by a college, university, or other postsecondary

education institution as official recognition for the successful completion of a

program of studies.

DEGREE-SEEKING STUDENTS.  Students enrolled in courses for credit who are recognized by the institution as seeking a degree or formal award. At the undergraduate level, this is

intended to include students enrolled in vocational or occupational programs.

DIPLOMA.  A formal document certifying the successful completion of a prescribed program of studies.

DOCTOR'S DEGREE.  The highest award a student can earn for graduate study. The doctor's degree classification includes such degrees as Doctor of Education, Doctor of

Juridical Science, Doctor of Public Health, and the Doctor of Philosophy degree in any field such as agronomy, food technology, education, engineering, public administration, ophthalmology, or radiology. For the Doctor of Public Health degree, the prior degree is generally earned in the closely related professional field of medicine or in sanitary engineering. 

DROP OUT.  A student who left the institution and did not return.

EXTENSION CENTERS.  See Off-Campus Centers. 

FALL TERM. The part of the academic year that begins between late August and

November 1.

FEDERAL GRANTS.  These are transfers of money or property from the Federal government to the education institution without a requirement to receive anything in return.

These grants may take the form of grants to the institutions to undertake research or they may be in the form of student financial aid. Federal Grants for purposes of conducting research are reported under the Federal Grants revenue category by both public and private institutions. Federal grants in the form of student financial aid are reported under the federal grants revenue category for public institutions, but are reported as allowance (i.e., tuition and fee allowances and/or auxiliary enterprise allowances), agency transfer, or revenues/expenses by private institutions.

FELLOWSHIPS.  Grants-in-aid and trainee stipends to graduate students. Excludes funds for

which services to the institution must be rendered, such as payments for teaching. Excludes loans.

FICE CODE.  A 6-digit identification code originally created by the Federal Interagency

Committee on Education. The code was used to identify all schools doing business with the Office of Education during the early sixties. This code is no longer used in IPEDS; it has been replaced by the OPE ID code.

FINANCIAL AID.  Grants, loans, assistantships, scholarships, fellowships, tuition waivers,

tuition discounts, veterans benefits, employer aid (tuition reimbursement) and

other monies (other than from relatives/friends) provided to students to meet

expenses. This includes Title IV subsidized and unsubsidized loans made directly to students.

FIRST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREE. An award that requires completion of a program that meets all of the following criteria: (1) completion of the academic requirements to begin practice in the profession; (2) at least 2 years of college work prior to entering the program; and (3) a total of at least 6 academic years of college work to complete the degree program, including prior required college work plus the length of the professional program itself. First-professional degrees may be awarded in the following 10 fields:

Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.)

Osteopathic Medicine (D.O.)

Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.)

Pharmacy (Pharm.D.)

Law (L.L.B., J.D.)

Podiatry (D.P.M., D.P., or Pod.D.)

Medicine (M.D.)

Theology (M.Div., M.H.L., B.D., or Ordination)

Optometry (O.D.)

Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.)

FIRST-PROFESSIONALCERTIFICATE (POST-DEGREE). An award that requires completion of an organized program of study designed for persons who have completed the first-professional degree. Examples could be refresher courses or additional units of study in a specialty or subspecialty.

FIRST-PROFESSIONAL STUDENT.  A student enrolled in any of the following degree programs:

Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.)

Osteopathic Medicine (D.O.)

Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.)

Pharmacy (Pharm.D.)

Law (L.L.B., J.D.)

Podiatry (D.P.M., D.P., or Pod.D.)

Medicine (M.D.)

Theology (M.Div., M.H.L., B.D., or Ordination)

Optometry (O.D.)

Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.)

FOUR-ONE-FOUR PLAN. The 4-1-4 calendar consists of 4 courses taken for 4 months, 1 course taken for 1 month, and 4 courses taken for 4 months. There may be an additional

summer session.

FRESHMAN.  A first-year undergraduate student.

FULL-TIME INSTRUCTIONAL FACULTY. Instruction/research staff employed full time (as defined by the institution) whose major regular assignment is instruction, including those with released time for research. 

FULL-TIME STUDENT.  Undergraduate - A student enrolled for 12 or more semester credits, or 12 or more quarter credits, or 24 or more contact hours a week each term.

Graduate - A student enrolled for 9 or more semester credits, or 9 or more quarter

credits, or students involved in thesis or dissertation preparation that are considered full time by the institution. First-professional - As defined by the institution.

GRADUATE ASSISTANTS. Students employed on a part-time basis for the primary purpose of assisting in classroom or laboratory instruction or in the conduct of research. These

positions are typically held by graduate students having titles such as teaching assistant, teaching associate, teaching fellow, or research assistant. Students in the College Work-Study Program are not included in this category. Employees hired on a full-time basis (not students) are considered "other professionals."

GRADUATE STUDENT. A student who holds a bachelor's or first-professional degree, or equivalent, and is taking courses at the post-baccalaureate level. These students may or

may not be enrolled in graduate programs. 

HBCU HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. Accredited institutions of higher education established prior to 1964 with the principal mission of educating Black Americans. 

.

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR RECOGNIZED EQUIVALENT.  A document certifying the successful completion of a prescribed secondary school program of studies, or the attainment of satisfactory scores on the Tests of General Educational Development (GED) or another state specified examination.

HOME STUDY.  Method of instruction designed for students who live at a distance from the

teaching institution. Instructional materials are provided to the student through various media with structured units of information, assigned exercises for practice, and examinations to measure achievement, which in turn are submitted to the teaching institution for evaluation, grade assignment, and the awarding of credit.

IN-STATE STUDENT.  A student who is a legal resident of the state in which he/she attends school.

IN-STATE TUITION. The tuition charged by institutions to those students who meet the state's or institution's residency requirements.

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.  Formerly used in IPEDS to define an institution that was accredited at the college level by an accrediting agency or association recognized by the Secretary, U.S. Department of Education. These schools offered at least a one-year program of study creditable toward a degree and they were eligible for participation in Title IV Federal financial aid programs.

IPEDS.  The Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System conducted by the

National Center for Education Statistics. IPEDS began in 1986 and involves annual data collections. All postsecondary institutions that have a Program Participation Agreement with the Office of Postsecondary Education, U.S. Department of Education are required to report data using a web-based data collection system. IPEDS also surveys approximately 3,000 other schools that offer postsecondary education programs.

LIBRARY.  An organized collection of printed, microform, and audiovisual materials

which (a) is administered as one or more units, (b) is located in one or more designated places, and (c) makes printed, microform, and audiovisual materials as well as necessary equipment and services of a staff accessible to students and to faculty. Includes units meeting the above definition which are part of a learning resource center.

LOANS TO STUDENTS.  Any monies that must be repaid to the lending institution for which the student is the designated borrower. Includes all Title IV subsidized loans and all institutionally- and privately-sponsored loans. Does not include PLUS and other loans made directly to parents.

MASTER'S DEGREE.  An award that requires the successful completion of a program of study of at least the full-time equivalent of 1 but not more than 2 academic years of work

beyond the bachelor's degree. 

MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND MEDICAL CENTERS.  These institutions award most of their professional degrees in medicine. In some instances, they include other health professions programs, such as dentistry, pharmacy, or nursing.

MILITARY INSTALLATIONS.  One or more buildings or sites owned or operated by the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard, including Reserves and National

Guard.

NATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL ACCREDITATION.  Institutional accreditation normally applies to an entire institution, indicating that each of its parts is contributing to the achievement of an institution's objectives, although not necessarily all on the same level of quality. The

various commissions of the regional accrediting associations, for example, perform institutional accreditation, as do some national institutional accrediting agencies.

NCES.  The National Center for Education Statistics, which is the statistical branch of

the Office of Educational Research and Improvement, a principal operating component of the U.S. Department of Education.

NONCREDIT COURSE.  A course or activity having no credit applicable toward a degree, diploma, certificate, or other formal award.

NON-DEGREE SEEKING STUDENT. A student enrolled in courses for credit who is not recognized by the institution as seeking a degree or formal award.

NORMAL TIME TO COMPLETION.  The amount of time necessary for a student to complete all requirements for a degree or certificate according to the institution's catalog. This is typically 4 years (8 semesters or trimesters, or 12 quarters, excluding summer terms) for a bachelor's degree in a standard term-based institution; 2 years (4 semesters or trimesters, or 6 quarters, excluding summer terms) for an associate's degree in a standard term-based institution; and the various scheduled times for certificates programs.

OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAM.  A program of study consisting of one or more courses, designed to provide the student with sufficient knowledge and skills to perform in a specific occupation.

OFF-CAMPUS CENTERS (EXTENSION CENTERS).  Sites outside the confines of the parent institution where courses are offered that are part of an organized program at the parent institution. The sites are not considered to be temporary but may be rented or made available to the institution at no cost by another institution or an organization, agency, or firm.

OFF-CAMPUS FACILITY.  A teaching facility located some distance away from the educational institution which operates it.

OPE ID.  Identification number used by the U.S. Department of Education's Office of

Postsecondary Education (OPE) to identify schools that have Program Participation Agreements (PPAs) so that its students are eligible to participate in Federal Student Financial Assistance programs under Title IV regulations. This is a 6-digit number followed by a 2-digit suffix used to identify branches, additional locations, and other entities that are part of the eligible institution. 

OPEN ADMISSION. Admission policy whereby the school will accept any student who applies.

OUT-OF-STATE CENTERS.  Sites where courses or programs are offered that are in a state different from the state of the main campus.

OUT-OF-STATE STUDENT.  A student who is not a legal resident of the state in which he/she attends school.

OUT-OF-STATE TUITION.  The tuition charged by institutions to those students who do not meet the institution's or state's residency requirements.

PART-TIME STUDENT.  Undergraduate - A student enrolled for either 11 semester credits or less, or 11 quarter credits or less, or less than 24 contact hours a week each term.

Graduate - A student enrolled for either 8 semester credits or less, or 8 quarter

credits or less.

PELL GRANT PROGRAM.  Provides grant assistance to eligible undergraduate postsecondary students with demonstrated financial need to help meet education expenses.

PERKINS LOAN PROGRAM.  (FORMERLY NATIONAL DIRECT STUDENT LOANS)  Provides low interest loans to eligible postsecondary students (undergraduate, graduate, or professional students) with demonstrated financial need to help meet educational expenses.

PLACEMENT SERVICES FOR PROGRAM COMPLETERS. Assistance for students in evaluating their career alternatives as well as in obtaining full-time employment upon leaving the institution.

POSTBACCALAUREATE CERTIFICATE.  An award that requires completion of an organized program of study requiring 18 credit hours beyond the bachelor's; designed for persons who have completed a baccalaureate degree, but do not meet the requirements of academic degrees carrying the title of master.

POSTBACCALAUREATE STUDENT.  A student with a bachelor's degree who is enrolled in graduate or first-professional courses.

POST-MASTER'S CERTIFICATE.  An award that requires completion of an organized program of study of 24 credit hours beyond the master's degree, but does not meet the requirements of academic degrees at the doctor's level.

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION.  The provision of a formal instructional program whose curriculum is designed primarily for students who are beyond the compulsory age for high school. This includes programs whose purpose is academic, vocational, and continuing professional education, and excludes avocational and adult basic education programs.

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION INSTITUTION.  An institution which has as its sole purpose, or one of its primary missions, the provision of postsecondary education. Postsecondary education is the provision of a formal instructional program whose curriculum is designed

primarily for students beyond the compulsory age for high school. This includes programs whose purpose is academic, vocational, and continuing professional education, and excludes avocational and adult basic education programs.

PRIVATE FOR-PROFIT (PROFITMAKING) INSTITUTION.  A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency in control receives compensation other than wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk.

PRIVATE INSTITUTION.  An educational institution controlled by a private individual(s) or by a nongovernmental agency, usually supported primarily by other than public funds, and operated by other than publicly elected or appointed officials.

PRIVATE NOT-FOR-PROFIT INSTITUTION.  A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency in control receives no compensation, other than wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk. These include both independent nonprofit schools and those affiliated with a religious organization.

PROGRAM.  A combination of courses and related activities organized for the attainment

of broad educational objectives as described by the institution.

PUBLIC INSTITUTION.   An educational institution whose programs and activities are operated by publicly elected or appointed school officials and which is supported primarily by public funds.

QUARTER CALENDAR SYSTEM.  A calendar system in which the academic year consists of 3 sessions called quarters of about 12 weeks each. The range may be from 10 to 15 weeks.

There may be an additional quarter in the summer 

REMEDIAL COURSES.  Instructional courses designed for students deficient in the general

competencies necessary for a regular postsecondary curriculum and educational setting.

RESIDENCE.  A person's permanent address determined by such evidence as a

driver's license or voter registration. For entering freshmen, residence may be the

legal residence of a parent or guardian.

SAT (SCHOLASTIC ASSESSMENT TEST).  An examination administered by the Educational Testing Service and used to predict the facility with which an individual will progress in learning college level academic subjects.

SCHOLARSHIPS.   Grants-in-aid, trainee stipends, tuition and fee waivers, and prizes to

undergraduate students.

SEMESTER CALENDAR SYSTEM.  A calendar system that consists of two semesters during the academic year with about 16 weeks for each semester of instruction. There may be an

additional summer session.

SPECIAL ADMISSIONS TESTS.  Tests prepared by or for a particular institution, or state (for state institutions) and administered by the institution, for purposes of determining prospective students' skills and competencies.

SPECIALIZED ACCREDITATION.  Specialized accreditation normally applies to the evaluation of programs, departments, or schools which usually are parts of a total collegiate or other postsecondary institution. The unit accredited may be as large as a college or school within a university or as small as a curriculum within a discipline. Most of the specialized accrediting agencies review units within a postsecondary institution which is accredited by one of the regional accrediting commissions. However, certain of the specialized accrediting agencies accredit professional schools and other specialized or vocational or other postsecondary institutions which are free-standing in their operations. Thus, a "specialized" or "programmatic" accrediting agency may also function in the capacity of an "institutional" accrediting agency. In addition, a number of specialized accrediting agencies accredit educational programs within non-educational

settings, such as hospitals.

STAFFORD LOANS.  (FORMERLY GUARANTEED STUDENT LOANS)   Provides guaranteed loans for educational expenses from eligible lenders to vocational, undergraduate, graduate, and first-professional students at eligible postsecondary institutions.

STANDARDIZED ADMISSIONS TESTS.  Tests prepared and administered by an agency independent of any postsecondary education institution, for purposes of making available to prospective students, information about the students' academic qualifications relative to a national sample. (Examples are the SAT and the ACT.) 

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANTS.  State and local monies awarded to the institution under state and local student aid programs, including the state portion of State Student Incentives Grants (SSIG).

STATE GRANTS.  These are state monies awarded to the institution under state student aid

programs, including the state portion of State Student Incentives Grants (SSIG).

STATE OF RESIDENCE.  A person's permanent address as determined by such evidence as a driver's license or voter registration. For entering freshmen, state of residence may

be the legal state of residence of a parent or guardian.

STATE/LOCAL GRANTS.  Grant monies provided by the state locality such as Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnerships (LEAP) (formerly SSIG's); merit scholarships

provided by the state; and tuition and fee waivers for which the institution was reimbursed by a state agency. Local grants include any local government or privately-sponsored grants, scholarships or gift-aid awarded directly to the student (and valid at any institution the student may choose to attend). 

SUMMER SESSION.  A summer session is shorter than a regular semester and not considered part of the academic year. It is not the third term of an institution operating on a

Trimester system or the fourth term of an institution operating on a quarter calendar system. The institution may have two or more sessions occurring in the summer months. Some schools, such as vocational and beauty schools, have year-round classes with no separate summer session. 

SUPPLEMENTARY EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY GRANTS (SEOG).  Provides eligible undergraduate postsecondary students with demonstrated financial need with grant assistance to help meet educational expenses. The grants are made directly to institutions of higher education, which select students for the awards. 

TEACHERS COLLEGES.   These institutions award most of their bachelor's or graduate degrees in education or education-related fields.

TENURE.  Status of a personnel position, or a person occupying a position or

occupation, with respect to permanence of the position.

TENURE TRACK.   Status of personnel positions that lead to consideration for tenure.

TEST OF ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE (TOEFL).  Standardized test designed to determine an applicant's ability to benefit from instruction in English.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES AND OTHER SPECIALIZED FAITH-RELATED INSTITUTIONS (CARNEGIE).  These institutions primarily offer religious instruction or train members of the

clergy.

TRANSCRIPT.   An official record of student performance showing all schoolwork completed at a given school and the final mark or other evaluation received in each portion of the instruction. Transcripts often include an explanation of the marking scale used by the school.
TRANSFER-PREPARATORY PROGRAM.   A program designed specifically to provide a student with the basic knowledge needed to transfer into a higher level program. For example, this may be the first 2 years of a baccalaureate level program for which the institution does not offer an award; or 2 years of undergraduate study needed for entrance into health services fields.

TRIMESTER CALENDAR SYSTEM.   An academic year consisting of 3 terms of about 15 weeks each.

TUITION AND REQUIRED FEES.   Tuition - Amount of money charged to students for instructional services. Tuition may be charged per term, per course, or per credit.

Required fees - Fixed sum charged to students for items not covered by tuition and

required of such a large proportion of all students that the student who does NOT pay the charge is an exception.

UNDERGRADUATE.   A student enrolled in a 4- or 5-year bachelor's degree program, an

associate's degree program, or a vocational or technical program below the baccalaureate.

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION EDUCATION BENEFITS (VA).  Those benefits that are paid for student assistance at approved postsecondary education institutions for three types of beneficiaries: surviving spouses and children, discharged veterans, and active military personnel in special programs.
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