FORWARD DEPLOYABLE PREVENTIVE MEDICINE UNIT (FDPMU)
The FDPMU provides flexible and sustainable force health protection support to component service or unified commanders through rapid assessment and identification of health hazards leading to recommendations for protective or control measures that reduce potential health threats to deployed personnel.  Rapidly deployable and mobile, the FDPMU is staffed with highly trained health professionals and equipped with state-of-the-art field portable analytical and diagnostic capabilities intended to meet the needs of evolving contingencies.  It provides specialized, preventive medicine and force health threat assessment capabilities not available within organic preventive medicine assets.  FDPMU capabilities include analysis, rapid health hazard assessments of disease vectors, infectious and communicable diseases, and occupational and environmental health threats.  

The FDPMU is scalable and can be tasked-organized to meet any contingency from small scale humanitarian support to major theater war.  It can be adapted to operate from fixed or mobile land bases and ships.  In order to support worldwide contingencies, four active duty FDPMUs are equipped, staffed, and trained.    

The operating profile of the FDPMU consists of personnel mobilized from the Navy Environmental and Preventive Medicine Units (NEPMUs) and field portable analytical equipment, civil engineering support equipment and a minimal consumables package that includes 5 days sustenance and 30 days consumable supplies for sustaining field analytical and health risk assessment operations. Re-supply must be provided by Single Integrated Medical Logistics Management (SIMLM). The FDPMU requires Base Operating Support (BOS) for supply operations, messing, medical/dental, equipment transportation, Petroleum, Oil, and Lubricants (POL), electronic (signal) and voice communication link-up and maintenance.  
The evolution of the FDPMU began with the Preventive Medicine Mobile Medical Augmentation Readiness Team (PM-MMART), whose mission was to serve as a force of trained personnel capable of rapidly augmenting operational forces for limited, short-term military operations, disaster relief missions, Fleet and Marine Corps exercises, and

for scheduled deployments. The PM-MMART concept extended preventive medicine capabilities to meet specific requirements. While PM-MMARTs continued into the late 1990s, the Navy Forward Laboratory (NFL), as a new force health protection (FHP) asset, was developed to deliver preventive medicine capability to operational forces. The NFL was an advanced infectious disease diagnostic laboratory that served as a theater-wide reference laboratory. 

The primary goal for establishing the FDPMU was to deliver robust Deployment Medical Surveillance (DMS). The FDPMU, equipped with enhanced technology and a greater degree of mobility in support of maneuver warfare, was first deployed in 2004 to support detainee operations in the Global War on Terrorism.  The units have since routinely deployed in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM and major military-supported humanitarian operations, both domestic and on an international level.
