FDPMU MICROBIOLOGY COMPONENT FACT SHEET
Microbiology Component members possess extensive knowledge of microbiology, parasitology, and molecular biology techniques to identify pathogens. Capabilities include identification of pathogens associated with biological warfare (BW) release and disease outbreaks, as well as providing clinical microbiology diagnostics in operational environments.  Basic laboratory services include identification of antibiotic resistance patterns of bacterial pathogens, identification of blood and stool parasites, and polymerase chain reaction-based technology for identification of BW agents and other pathogenic organisms. The component provides laboratory support to disease surveillance activities designed to protect the health of DOD personnel engaged in combat and humanitarian/disaster relief missions.

The component follows established collection techniques for collection and identification of BW agents and other pathogens, and submits samples for BW agent and pathogen confirmation to reference laboratories as required. Comprehensive records and reports are maintained to provide continuity and disseminate information regarding preventive medicine interventions. The Microbiology Component maintains extensive reach-back capability with subject matter experts for BW agents, vector-borne disease, and enteric and respiratory pathogens.
Type Unit Characteristics (TUCHA) Data:

	Component
	Hardigg Cases
	Pallets
	Wt
	Cube

	 Microbiology
	15
	12
	4,194
	778

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	15
	12
	4,194
	778


