
Reproductive and Sexual Health 

Webinar: Syphilis in the Navy 2010-2015 
14 Jan 2016 



1 

The views expressed in this briefing are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the official policy or position of the Department of the Navy, Department of 

Defense, nor the U. S. Government 

Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center 

 CAPT Charmagne G. Beckett, USN, MD, MPH, FACP 

 Officer-in-Charge, Navy Bloodborne Infection Management Center (NBIMC) 

 Associate Professor of Medicine, Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences 

 Anne Rompalo, M.D., Sc.M. 

 Professor of Medicine 

 Medical Director, STD/HIV Prevention Training Center at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine Division of Infectious Diseases 

 Asha Riegodedios, MSPH 

 Staff Epidemiologist, Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center 

 Michael R. (Bob) MacDonald, MS, CHES 

 Sexual Health and Responsibility Program (SHARP), Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center 

 



Webinar Courtesy  

 Good Morning and thank you for joining us! 

 To listen to the presentation, use the dial in:  (877) 885- 1087 Code: 

704 516 0523# 

 We ask that all participants please mute your phone lines either by 

pressing *6 or the mute button on your phone.  

 Please do not put your phone on hold at any point during the call. 

 The slides and audio will be archived on the NMCPHC webpage at: 

http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/nmcphc/health-

promotion/Pages/webinars.aspx  
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Learning Objectives 

 Syphilis Incidence in the U.S. and DoN 

 Syphilis Treatment, Follow-up; Partners; Screening 

 STI Patient Services 

 HIV Incidence in the DoN 

 Syphilis Cases and HIV PrEP Eligibility 

 STI Case and Risk Behavior Reporting via DRSi 

 Syphilis / HIV Prevention Resources  

 

____________________________ 

STI = Sexually Transmitted Infection 

PrEP = Pre-exposure Prophylaxis 

DRSi = Defense Reporting System Internet 
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Increasing Syphilis Rates Among Sailors Since 2012 

99 cases in 2014 = every 4 days; 93% of cases = males 

Black males = significant higher rates: 



P&S Syphilis In the U.S. and Navy and Marine Corps 
 U.S. (*http://www.cdc.gov/std/stats14/syphilis.htm) 

 2014: 20,000 cases; 91% of cases = men 

 83% of male cases = men who have sex with men (MSM) 

 Highest rates among black men (2X to 5X the rate of white and Hispanic men) 

 Rates increasing since 2011 

 

 DoN:   

 2014: 99 active duty DoN cases = 1 every 4 days (93% = males) 

 2014: Black Navy men = 3X to 5X higher rates vs white and Hispanic men 

 2013-2015: Black Navy men = 3 consecutive increases in annual rate (reaching 91.6/100k) 

 

 2014 Comparison of U.S. vs DoN (rate per 100k): 

 US men = 11.7 (age 20-24 = 31.1) 

 USMC men = 15.6 (age 20-24 = 17.8) 

 Navy men = 34.0 (age 20-24 = 43.8) 

 Health People 2020 Objective for men = 6.7 



P&S Syphilis Treatment; Follow-up; Screening 

 Adult Treatment: Benzathine penicillin G (2.4 mu, IM);  

– HIV Test 

– Consider HPV vaccine up to age 26; HBV; HAV for MSM 

– Abstain until lesions are healed 

– Refer Partners for treatment 

 Follow-up: STS at 6 & 12 months; 4-fold titer decline  

– (3-6-9-12-24 months for HIV patients) 

 Partner management:  

– Primary = 3 months 

– Secondary = 6 months 

– Latent = 12 months 

 Routine Syphilis Screening: 

– Pregnancy 

– MSM = annual 

– HIV, GC, Ct 
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STI Patient  

Management 
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HIV and Syphilis… 

 Similar incidence rates and trends… 

 Similar transmission demographics… 

 Synergistic transmission dynamics… 

 1 of 4 DoN male syphilis cases (23%) = HIV + before syphilis Dx 

 1 of 15 DoN male syphilis cases (7%) = HIV+ after syphilis Dx 
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1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

USMC 28 26 20 25 17 11 14 13 8 10 16 11 9 9 15 12 11 15 13 15 12 18 16 13 16

Navy 55 50 47 38 30 23 26 17 17 16 21 24 28 29 30 29 33 32 36 35 30 27 29 30 32
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HIV Seroconversion Rates per 100,000 Active Duty Sailors and Marines Tested 
source: Navy Bloodborne Infection Management Center, unpublished data 
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HIV Seroconversion Rates Among Active Duty Male Enlisted Sailors and Marines,  CY2014 (n= 70 Sailors; 23 Marines).   
Source: NMCPHC-Navy Bloodborne Infection Management Center; unpublished data ; June 2015 
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Engaged in injection drug use

Cocaine/crack

Been incarcerated

Methamphetamines

Sex with a person known to be an IDU*

Exchanged drugs or money for sex

Erectile dysfunction drugs

Nitrates/poppers

Used Injection or Non-injection Drugs

Sex while intoxicated and/or high on drugs

Sex with a female

Sex with an anonymous partner

Sex with a male

Percent of Patients that Self-Reported Risk 

Self-reported HIV Transmission Risks; HIV-diagnosed Active Duty Sailors and Marines 2010-2013 (n=257) Source 
NMCPHC unpublished data; June 2015 

Notes: 

- Risks during the 12 months prior to the HIV diagnosis. 

- Patients could report multiple risks. 

- 12 patients (4.7%)  refused to answer at least 1 risk question. 

- Data acquired at 3 sites by a variety of military and civilian interviewers. 

 

* IDU = injection drug user 



STI and HIV PrEP Eligibility 
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HIV PrEP Clinical Practice Guidelines (CDC) 

http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/guidelines/PrEPguidelines2014.pdf 

[accessed 9 July 2015] 
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HIV PrEP Clinical Resources 

 Webinar HIV PrEP in DoD (Aug 2015) 
http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/nmcphc/health-promotion/Pages/webinars.aspx  

 

 HIV PrEP Clinical Practice Guideline (CDC) 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/prepguidelines2014.pdf 

 

 HIV PrEP Clinical Providers Supplement (CDC) 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/prepprovidersupplement2014.pdf 

 

 HIV PrEP Webinar Series (NACCHO) 
http://www.naccho.org/topics/HPDP/hivsti/prep.cfm  

 

 HIV PrEP Clinical Consultation Center (UCSF) 

http://nccc.ucsf.edu/2014/09/29/introducing-the-ccc=prepline/  
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Tracking Syphilis Using DRSi 





Tracking Syphilis Using DRSi 











Tracking Syphilis Using DRSi – STI Risk Report 





Tracking Syphilis Using DRSi 

 => DRSi helpdesk email: usn.hampton-

roads.navmcpubhlthcenpors.list.nmcphc-ndrs@mail.mil  

 

 Contact us if you have questions on getting a DRSi account or how to 

use DRSi 

 Or if you want one-on-one training to help you make the best use of 

DRSi at your MTF 

 Monthly disease surveillance training webinars 

– Last Tuesday of every month 

– 30 minutes in length, held at 0900, 1500 and 1700 ET 

– Registration Information and previously recorded sessions can be 

found at: http://go.usa.gov/3K5kz 
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Syphilis / HIV Prevention Resources 
 Syphilis Self-Study Module for Clinicians 

(CDC) 
http://www2a.cdc.gov/stdtraining/self-study/syphilis/default.htm 

 Syphilis Slides/Curriculum (CDC) 
http://www2a.cdc.gov/stdtraining/ready-to-use/syphilis.htm 

 SHARP web pages: 
– HIV Prevention 

– Gay and Bisexual Men’s  and 

Transgenger Women’s Sexual Health 

 SHARP Products 
– Films 

– Factsheets 

– Posters 

– Lectures 

– Risk Assessment Guide 

 SHARP Toolbox DVD 

 SHARPNews newsletter 

 GMT 2016 
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Closing Thoughts 

 Identify high-risk patients  

 Routine preventive care screening: “Sex with men, women or both 

in the past 12 months?” 

 Annual syphilis (and HIV) test for MSM 

 HIV PrEP consideration for men with Syphilis and MSM 

 HPV Vaccination // HAV and HBV Vaccination 

 DRSi - complete the STI risk survey fields  

 Educate Sailors about syphilis and HIV risk 
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Questions, Concerns, Ideas? 
 

 

Navy and Marine Corps Public Health Center  
Sexual Health and Responsibility Program (SHARP) 

620 John Paul Jones Circle, Suite 1100  
Portsmouth VA 23708 

 

http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/nmcphc/health-promotion/reproductive-

sexual-health/Pages/reproductive-and-sexual-health.aspx 

 

 

e-mail:  

michael.r.macdonald2.civ@mail.mil  

voice: (757) 953-0974 [DSN 377] 
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 The slides and audio will be archived on the NMCPHC webpage at: 

http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/nmcphc/health-

promotion/Pages/webinars.aspx  

 

 Thank you for joining us and if you have any questions, please email 

Bob MacDonald at michael.r.macdonald2.civ@mail.mil  
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