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How to prevent child injuries in your home 
What is the Problem? 
Each year, children are injured by hazards in and around the home. The 
risk of injury can be reduced or prevented by using child-safety devices 
(gates, locks, latches) and reminding older children in the household to re-
secure safety devices after disabling them. 

Facts 
• An average of more than 2,000 magnet ingestions per year were seen in hospital 

emergency departments between 2009-2011. 

• Each year, there are at least 400 recalls on products such as toys, clothing, children’s 
jewelry, tools, appliances, electronics, etc. 

• One child dies every two weeks from incidents involving appliance tip-overs. 

• Each year, an average of 10 children die from window covering cords such as blinds or 
shades. 

• From 2006-2010, there were more than 400 children, younger than the age of five, who 
drowned in bathtubs, buckets, bath seats, and toilets. 

• Between 1995 and 2010, small watch (button) batteries caused 12 deaths.  

Prevention Tips  
• Use safety latches, door knob covers and locks.  To prevent children from gaining 

access to items and areas with possible dangers. 

• Use safety gates.  To prevent falls and limit access to areas with possible dangers. 

• Use anti-scald devices.  To prevent burns from hot water. 

• Use smoke alarms.  To protect against fire deaths and injuries. 

• Use window guards and safety netting.  To help prevent falls. 

• Use corner and edge bumpers.  To prevent injuries from sharp edges. 

• Use a carbon monoxide (CO) alarm.  To prevent CO poisoning. 

• Use cordless window coverings.  To prevent strangulation. 

• Use anchors to avoid furniture and appliance tip-overs. 

• Use layers of protection with pools and spas such as a fence, self-latching gates, and 
pool alarm. 
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Plan of the Week (POW): 
Children are injured by hazards in and around the home but the risk of injury can be reduced or 
prevented by using child-safety devices.  ALWAYS use safety gates, smoke alarms, cordless window 
coverings, and door knob covers and locks.  NEVER leave a child unsupervised. 
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