	[image: NBIMC-Logo-041612]
	Navy Bloodborne Infection Management Center Newsletter
NOVEMBER                                     Volume 2016                                       Number 8  

Contact NBIMC at:
COMM 301-295-6590
FAX:     301-295-5906
DSN:     295-6590
NEW NBIMC EMAIL:dha.bethesda.ncr-medical.mbx.nbimc@mail.mil

	
	

	
	NBIMC WEBSITE:  http://www.nmcphc.med.navy.mil/field_activities/hiv_program/
	
	


[image: BD10308_]

CONTRACT UPDATES
The current (bridged) contract ends 12/31/16.  Full performance under the new contract (N00189-16-D-0023) begins 01/01/17. NBIMC will update and keep the sites posted on required actions. Our goal is to keep the transition process and smooth and possible.  We will post numerous Newsletters along the way to keep you up to date on required actions. The first actions and dates to note:
· 12/15/17 – Notice to sites to discontinue ordering HIV 104 in CHCS and MRRS as of 12/29/16.
· To the greatest extent possible we request sites draw and submit all force screen orders prior to 12/23/16.  
· NBIMC understands Providers require access to order HIVs for clinical purposes so the HIV 104 will be available until 12/30/16. Please note - Rapid HIV tests are also available for clinical purposes.
· Between 12/29/16 and 12/30/16 NBIMC will start the process with the sites of turning off ordering capabilities for HIV 104 in CHCS and MRRS. Resulting capabilities will remain active for 104. At the same time as sites discontinue HIV 104, the HIV 105 (HIV-1/2/AG/AB 4G) ordering capabilities will be activated.
· Full performance of the new contract using the HIV 105 is not official until 01/01/17.  Sites that must draw non clinical samples from 12/29/16 – 12/31/16 should pour off and freeze, then submit under HIV 105 beginning 1/1/17. 
· Samples already in transit with draw dates and orders prior to 12/31/16 will be tested and resulted for HIV 104.
· The ordering capabilities for the HIVHCV Panel will activated along with the HIV 105.
[bookmark: _GoBack]CDD SUPPLY UPDATES
Sites should have received the below email from CDD last week:
“CDD is pleased to announce the conversion of our blood collection tubes from Greiner Vacuette® to BD Vacutainer®.  Our decision to convert to the new tubes is in direct response to client feedback and our own internal evaluation of the BD Vacutainer® tubes. We have already completed the conversion for a large portion of our clients, and the response has been very positive. 
We will begin shipping the BD tubes to our military sites starting 12/01/2016, and anticipate the full conversion to be completed within 3 months.  This will allow you time to use your remaining stock of Greiner tubes before switching over to the BD vacutainer® tubes. 
We have tested both the BD and Greiner brands of needles and holders with the BD blood tubes. The needles and tube holders from both manufactures are compatible with the new tubes.” 

If you have any questions, please contact CDD Military Client Care at (877) 233-1337.

With this change, NBIMC (and CDD) hopes to see a decrease in the need for pouring off and pooling CONUS samples. Unnecessary pour off samples only increases the possibility of sample contamination. Additionally, CDD will be purchasing new O-ring caps for the pour off tubes.  Again another step by CDD to eliminate time consuming steps for the sites like para-filming each tube.

MRRS HIV ENTRY UPDATES
NBIMC is reiterating this issue as it continues to pose a problem. There continues to be a large number of military personnel being tested by civilian labs. This testing is contrary to the requirements outlined in the SECNAVINST 5300.30 (series) and the DODI 6485.01 specifically the requirement for residual serum to be stored at the DoD Serum Repository. NBIMC have worked with several sites to make arrangements to get their samples drawn at a military facility. The facilities include nearby NOSC, Army or Air Force sites. Data from all military facilities is transferred and updated in MRRS and NBIMC. NBIMC has no visibility on data tested by civilian, VA, or stand-alone MTF labs and thus cannot be transferred directly to MRRS. 
HIV testing for force screening must be performed via a military facility (any service branch), not necessarily an MTF.

OBSERVANCE OF NOVEMBER 2016 HOLIDAYS

VETERAN’S DAY-NBIMC will be closed on Friday November 11th in observance of Veteran’s Day. CDD and FEDEX will be opened for normal business hours, so there are no shipping restrictions. 

THANKSGIVING-NBIMC and CDD will both be closed on Thursday, November 24th to observe this holiday. Both offices will be opened for normal business hours on Friday November 25th. 

MONTHLY NBIMC COMPUTER DOWNTIME
REMINDER

NBIMC’s next scheduled computer maintenance downtime is Sunday November 20, 2016 from 0700(EST) until 1500 (EST). Please mark your calendars.
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