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HMCS(SW) Randall N. Oakes, USN
Senior Chief Oakes was born in Vicenza Italy by military parents and raised in Navarre Beach, Florida where he graduated from Fort Walton Beach Senior High School in 1986.  He began his Naval career on 19 December 1994 at Recruit Training Command followed by Hospital Corpsman “A” School in Great Lakes Illinois.  He immediately reported to Aviation Medicine Technician and Aerospace Physiology Technician “C” Schools, NAS Pensacola Florida, graduating with honor and distinction. 
In December 1995, Senior Chief Oakes reported to the Aviation Survival Training Center, MCAS El Toro, California. He held a variety of assignments and was part of the Base Realignment and Closure effort that subsequently closed MCAS El Toro down in 1998. During this tour he was advanced to Third Class Petty Officer.  
Following his initial tour of duty, he reported to Aviation Survival Training Center, NAS Norfolk, Virginia, in October 1998.  He obtained his Master Training Specialist qualification and was advanced to Second Class Petty Officer during this assignment.
After a successful tour at ASTC Norfolk, Senior Chief Oakes was selected to fill the Aviation Physiology billet at Naval Air Warfare Center, China Lake, California, one of the few independent aviation physiology billets in the fleet.  He was directly responsible for providing emergency medical care and high altitude physiological observer support to USN Test Parachutist. During this tour he was advanced to First Class Petty Officer.
Seeking opportunities for advancement and career development Senior Chief Oakes applied and was selected to Navy Preventive Medicine Technician “C” School in October 2003.  He graduated with honor and was selected to fulfill orders to the USS Dubuque LPD-8, San Diego California.
Senior Chief Oakes served in USS Dubuque from June 2004-June 2007.  He was assigned as the Preventive Medicine Technician and Medical Department Leading Petty Officer.  He made a successful RIMPAC and WESTPAC 06/07, leading the medical department and ship to receive three consecutive Green “H” Awards.  Senior Chief Oakes obtained his Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist qualification and was selected to Chief Petty Officer. He immediately assumed the duties as Medical Department Leading Chief Petty Officer. 
June 2007, Senior Chief Oakes reported to duty as an Instructor at Naval Hospital Corpsman “A” School, Great Lakes, after his first year as an instructor, he served in the capacity as the command Safety Officer and then later was selected to fill the Directorate for Administration, Senior Enlisted Leader Position.  He requalified as a Master Training Specialist and was selected to Senior Chief Petty Officer during this tour.
Senior Chief Oakes received orders in June 2012 to Navy Medicine Support Command a regional flag staff and was assigned as the Senior Enlisted Leader for the Directorate for Administration.  As a result of a command restructuring and a career opportunity that became available at Navy Entomology Center of Excellence, he was administratively transferred where he presently serves as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader. 
Senior Chief Oakes earned a Baccalaureate of Science Degree in Health Science (majoring in healthcare management and preventive medicine).  He is an honor graduate of the Senior Enlisted Academy, Class 168 “Khaki”.  Senior Chief Oakes’ personal awards include:  Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medals (four awards), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals (four awards), Good Conduct Medal (five awards).   He is married to the former, Mrs. Lonnie “Vanessa” Cress of Letcher Kentucky and is the proud father of Brittany, Jacob and Madison.
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