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By Clark Pierce

More than a dozen Depart
ment of Defense (DoD) active
duty and civilian person.
el recently atended the Pest
Management Certification
Course tthe Navy Entomol
Genter of Excellence (NECE)
aboard NAS acksonvile

“This four-week course (s
targeted at individuals who
need Dob pesticide applica
or certification.” explained
NECE Training Department
Head Dr. Andrew Beck. *
We'e sanctioned by the US.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to certify and
license pesticide applica
tors acros the spectrum of
Dob inst
15 taught twice each yea
March and September.”

The primary goal of the cer
Uication program Is educating
applicators o safely and effec
tively deploy restricted-use
peaticiden

The course consiss of three.
phases: the first 1 required of
all participans:
third phases focus on the dif
ferent application categories
that EPA recognizes for pest

workere

e second and

1o control mosquitoes by oper
ating a speay truck may not

Active duty and DoD civilian personnel from acros the conti-
nental S, recentl atiended pest management raining at Navy
Entomology Center of Excellence (NECE 3t NAS Jacksomville

necessarily be licensed to per
form acrial spraying. or apply
weed-control chemicals on
Youryard,” said Beck.

“This week, we're teaching

plant pests and vegetation  ronment and wildlife

management phase, which ~Beck.
1 targeted primarily at golf “No matter what the topic
course maintenance person-  NECE Instructors work to
nel. One of the challenges of _instllthe averall pest control
controlling weeds a that her- _philosophy of Dob - safety
bicides that kill weeds can  efficacy and environmentsi
also Kill desirable plants. To ~soundness.”sdded Beck.
bulld swarenessfor protecting  1n addition 1o her clas.
natural resources from pestl. room lesson, Bauer also
cides, we brng I guest speak.  {nvited NECE participants to
ers from the NAS Jacksonville vist the station’s Black Point
Environmental Department,  Inierpreive Center, where con-
Today's speaker was Natural _servatlon education s provided
Resources Manager Christine _free o schools and community
Bauer, who discussed how 1o groups

Integrate toxieity Information
with exposure data to deter
mine the ecological risk from
the use of a pesticide, and
whether t I saf for the envi

*sald

NECE Pest Management Certifcaton Course partcipants foured
the NAS ax Black Poinl Inerpreiive Center Sep 18 where
Natural Resources Manager Christine Baver discussed how
penticides affect reptles and other animal. Biological Science
Fechnician Odie Durden from Fort Stewart, Ga. looks on 35
Bauer discussesthe habitatof 3 king snake.

“Our center features live
exhibits of native ish and rep.
s, as well s preserved spec-
Imens of birds, mammals and
repiles” sad Baver. In addl
o 10 the traditional indoor  The command supports the
exhibits and learning arca, Global War on Terror by sup.
Black Point lso has two nature  plying medical entomolo.
rail 0 facilate o “hands on”  gist and preventive medicine
approach 1o learning about the  techniclans for Operations
environment and local habi. ~Enduring Freedom and fraql
e Freedom.

NECE Jacksonville i an ech-  NECE also provides direct
clon five command under the  support o the flect by conduct
Navy and Marine Corps Public _Ing shipboard and shore sta
Health Center, Portamouth,  tion technical assistance visits
Va. Since 1t Inception in 1949, in support o those commands’
NECE has helped ensure the  disease vector and pest man-
readiness of US. miltary forc. agement programs.

ex by providing technical ser

expert training In
veducing the risk of diseases
transmitied by Insects and

other arthropods.





