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Navy Systematic Biological Collection: 350, 000 specimens and growing

By L. Marcus McDonough

‘The Navy Systemae Blolo-
gleal Collection, housed at
the Navy Entomology Center
of Excellence (NECE) at NAS.
Jacksonville, Is a one-of-a
Kind refevence ool within the
Department o Defense (DoD).
“The 350,000-specimen col-
lection focuses mainly on
mosquitoes, flies and gnats.
Other Insects along with plant,
marine, arachnid, snake and
pecimens are also epre.

sented.

“The collection sarted i 1949
a5 a reposiiory for medically
sgnificant pes colected by the
Malaria Control teams In the
Pacific

‘According to Dr. Andrew
Beck, NECE tral
ment head and
collection, the biological col-
lectlon represents specimens
from every continent, except
Antarcica.

“Thisextensive, careflly cat
alogued collection exemplifes

ECE's wide range of unique
capabilities and commitment
0 the success of our custom.
ers” sald NECE Officer-in
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The NECE Public Affais Collection consists of arge, impactful
insects that are used for outreach activites in the community.

Charge fman.
“The collection Is housed in
theee parts: the systematic ol
lection, traing collection and
public ffiescollction.

“The systematic collecti
cares on the original goal of
the collection, 38 a reposiory
for specimens. This enhances
our abilty to accurately den
tify a diversity of specimens
collected world wide, under

stand thelr blology and apply
this knowledge o effectively
develop and implement control
strategies against those that
transmit human discase, sald
Holtman.

The training collection Is
used to teach service mem.
bers which pestsare present in
areas they are deploying o and
how to distinguish them from
similar nsects. This allows

Dr. Andrew Beck, NECE train-
depariment head, exam.
nes a specimen from the The
Navy Systematic Biologis
Collction.
preventive medicine technl

s and entomologists to
have a better understanding of
the pests they will face when
deployed.

The training collecton s also
used 10 teach courses at NECE
and other commands, such a5
Insect identific
lan employees and cont
during the Category 8 Pesticide
Applicator Certfication and
Re-certification courses. This
ensures that ll pest manage-
ment professionals working on
Do facilties are able o pro-
Vide effective pest control and
safely apply pestcides n accor
dance with DoD and EPA regu.
lations

According to Beck, identl

pest management operations.
Proper pest dentification i
needed to correctly prescribe
control measures.

“The training collection s
also used to provide specimens
o the Jolnt Service Training
‘School in San Antonlo, Texas o
well 35 the Independent Duty
Corpsman School,” sad Beck.

‘The public affairs collec:
ton consits of arge. “showy
Insects that are used for ou
reach actviies.

NECE has a strong connee
tion to ts local community
We present the public affair
collection when we visit loca
schools for presentations on
entomology.” sald Beck. “There
are several different displays
set up depending on the age
§10up to which we are present
ing"

For more information sbout
wilizing the blological collc-
tion or scheduling an outreach
event, contact NECE at 542
200,

For more information abous
medical entomalogy visit the
NECE webaite at hitp:/www
nmephe.med.navy.mil/Field
Activites/nece_overview.asps.





