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NECE teams up
with Jax mosquito
control to protect
Navy families

By Lt Jennifer Wright
~ic

F Public Affairs

The Navy Entomology Center of Excellence (NECE)
and Jacksonville Mosquito Control Division (JMCD)
have teamed up to enhance the monitoring of mosqui-
toes that are capable of transmitting diseases.

These collaborative efforts involve sampling 10
different sites in Duval County from July through
September. Mosquitoes collected from each site are
identified by NECE staff and then counted before
the resulting data Is relayed to JMCD In order to help
direct mosquito control efforts.

“Surveillance Is an important aid in determining
which mosquitoes are potentially transmitting dis-
ease or are general pests.” said Marah Clark, JMCD
entomologist. “There are 47 different species in
Jacksonville, Mosquito Control is primarily concerned
with about 20 of these which are either capable of
transmitting disease or are a huge pest.”

Information collected during this study Is used to
identify locations in which mosquito control mea-
sures are needed, ultimately protecting Jacksonville
residents and Navy families. “Collaborating with
Jacksonville Mosquito Control on a variety of projects
is a wonderful opportunity for us to build an effective
working relationship with our colleagues, addressing
public health issues of mutual interest that impact
both Jacksonville residents and our sailors and their
families.” said Cmdr. Eric Hoffman, NECE officer in
charge.

Along with monitoring general mosquito popula-
tions the study also aims to determine possible envi-
ronmental factors that favor one particular mosquito
species known as the Yellow Fever Mosquito, Aedes
aegypti, which is a globally important blood feeding
insects that transmit human disease.

“Aedes aegypti is the primary vector for transmitting
yellow fever, dengue and chikungunya.” said Cmdr.
Peter Obenauer, NECE assistant officer in charge. *
These viruses not only threaten Deployed forces, but
potentially can cause outbreaks here in Florida as
we've seen with dengue in Key West in 2009-10."

During the summer increased rainfall results in
flooding of low-lying areas, this in conjunction with
warmer temperatures creates ideal habitats for mos-
quito breeding.

Following Tropical Storm Debby in June, this study
found elevated numbers of aggressive flood water
mosquito species as well as increased numbers of sev-
eral species, including the Yellow Fever mosquito.

Jacksonville Mosquito Control Division recom-
mends individuals empty containers filled with
water found near their homes to remove additional
breeding sites for mosquitoes. “In past years, tech-
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nicians would have to focus a large amount of time
on requests resulting from water-filled containers
around a requestors own home, preventing them from
responding to other areas that needed attention such
as ditches, swamps, storm drains, etc.” said Clark.
“This studyis not only allowing us to help the mem-
bers of the community by providing valuable informa-
tion on mosquito populations, but gives us pertinent
information that can be utilized in the deployed set-
ting." said HM2 Michael Denson of NE¢
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