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Navy Entomology Center of Excellence Biological Technician Al Estep monitors
e levels of the equipment durimg the esting phase.
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NECE testsdiseae ecor eonrol eqipment
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Bxcellence (NECE) hosted lis

evaluat
stive medicine personnel have the
very best equipment In thels ventory
to combat insects capable of carrying
diseases such s malarksor denguc.
“Providing technological soluons for
capabiliy gaps and shortalls conirib-
utes 10 successful conrol programs tar.
geting blood feeding insects that trans-
discase,” satd Cn
NECE offcerin-charge.

from the United Staes, United Kingdom
and Germany were evaluated during
the two-day event, which serves as an

nittal step In equipment suitability
screening for millary us.

“Hosting an annual equipment cval
watton allows us 1o work closely with
Industry partners to efficlently meet
our customer’s requirement for effec-
tive tools 10 support the war-ighter”
safd Hoffman,

best plece
for use by the Navy and
of Defense for controlling
of nsecta that vector discase. Thistes
g s the nital processto see f we can
continue to cvaluate # piece of cquip:
ment o determine s suiabilty for il
tary use,” added Dr. Todd Walker, an
entomalogist at NECE.

“During the fnitlal phase the compa
nieabring the cquipment In and we look
at the characteristics and safety fea-
tures of each plece. We also check the
drople stae because this is very mpor
tantfor controlling g insects.” con-
tinued Walker,

“After this phase, we may recommend
certain cquipment o the Armed Forces
Pest Management Board for further
evaluation. 1f they approve the equip-
ment, then we will continue more test
ing'30 we can get a national stock num.
et for It and the millary can purchase.
1. This process can take anywhere from
sixmonths 10ayear.”

One of the key criert of these evalu-
ations s 10 determine the droplet size

. Clin Hoffmann ofthe Urited Sates Deprtmant of Agrcultur ests ane ofth aeil spplictor syl fo dropet ire
U armae 1’ it pecil guidlions reqird for vecior comra. s

produces. I oder to perform quani
tive comparisons, NECE uses a stae.
of-the-art aser capable of measuring
droplet stzes down 0 0.5 micrometers,
which is much smaller than the point
ofapin
“We alsa weatch the temperature - we
normally don't spray when r’s lower
than 50 degrees or above 85 degrees
because the drople sizes won't be accu-
ratcorwill vaporate” said Walker.
Most vectar control equipmer
destgned 1o target flying insccts
mst effective technologies prods
Insectickde droplets that wil tay sus-
pended In the alr
tact a flying mosquito or other discase
“The NECE public health equipment
evaluation b Internationally recognied
ind atracts partnersfrom industry, the
 of Agriculture, state
1. mosaquito control ditricts
and foreign universiies

HM3 Darius Davis of the Navy
Entomology Center for Excellence
checks the calibration on a piece of
cquipment.

For more information on vector con
ol equipment and medical entomol
ogy. visit the NECE webstte at: hitp/
wwwnmephe.med.navy.mil/Field
Actviles/nece.overview.aspx.
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Aaron Uoyd, 2 Navy Entomalogy Center for Excellence contractor, uses 3 special sensor 1 conduct a droplet size test of the Micronsir Micron sprayer during the test
phase of he equipment.

L1 Anthony Hanley and Katelyn Chalaire of the Navy Entomology Center of Excellence (NECE) at NAS
Jacksomnille o aver he findings of 3 picce of pesticide 3pplction cquipment duri  festig evalution
4 NECE Feb. 21

Navy Entomology Center of Excellence Biological
Science Techaician Vincent Smith filk

application systems with water

Brad Fitz, an agriculure
engineer with the United
States Depariment of
Agricuhure in Callege Sation,
Texas, gives the thumbs up.
after documenting the results
rom an serial applic ton
spray atomization system 31
the Navy Entomology Center
‘o Excellnce Feb. 21

- Vincent Smith, a biological science technician at the
Dr. Clit oifimann of the United Ststes Department of Agriculture guides ENJSW) Raul Pomales on  Navy Entomology Ce Excellence, ensares there i
where to move one of the serial speayers for esting. o ol mived in e water of an aerial sprayer





