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By Lt Marcus McDonough

This year marks the high
est nurmber of West Nile Virus
(WNY) cases In the United
States since the discase was
first discovered in New York
Clty during the summer of
1999, Asof Sep. 11, 2012, there
have been 2,636 reported
cases with 118 deaths attrib
uted 1o WRV nationally. The
highest number of cases
occurred In Texas (1057) with
Loulsians (147), Michigan (136,
Mississippl (142), Oklahoma
(129) and South Dakota (144)
rounding out he op 6.

Locally the numbe of cases
hasbeen significantly fewer.

In Florida there have been
3 cases satewide, 22 of which
were In Duval County. In
response, the Duval County
Health Depariment lssued 3
mosquito-borne llness alert
(hutpwoewdchd.net/compo:
nent/content/asticle/5-flash-
‘news/103- mosquito-borne. il

Applying 2 commercially avalable insect repellent contai
Vbl eotec youfom mosquioes when outdoors. | ©

Dessawarenesn-dusalcoun:
15). To daie WNV has not been
reported from Clay, Nassau, or
St ohns countes his year.
Symptoms of WNV usually
occur three to 14 days after
being bitten by an Infected
mosquit. Most sympioms are
mild and flu-like in nature
However, severe Infections can
occur with signs and symp
toms of bigh fever headache,
S neck and disorientation,
and severe inections can result
In death. The Individuals who

are a gretest sk of scquiring
WAV are those over 50 yea
old and those with already
compromised Immune sys.
“The best way o prevent WNV.
s by protecting yoursell and
family from mosquita bites.
Individuals who plan on
spending time outdoors expe.
cialy from dusk 1o late eve.
i, should wear Insectrep
et containing 20-35 percent
DEET or 20 percent Picaridin.
Additionally, wearing per.

methrin-impregnated cloth
Ing provides an extra layer of
protection,” said Cmdr. Peter
Obenauer, assistant officer
In charge, Navy Entomology
CenterofExcellence.

Long siceve shirts and pants
il alo provide added protec
hon rom mosquio it

Mosquitoes use stand.
ing water to lay thelr cggs.
Contalners n the yard that hold
wate,lke flower pots and bird
baths, should be emptied of
water o remaved to liminate
potential mosquito breeding

Maintaining your landsc
Ing by consistently mowing
srass and trimiming surround:
Ing vegetation will make your
yard less attractive to sdult
mosquitoes. Also ensure all
window screens are in good
working order 0 prevent mos.
Qo enry nto your home.

Contact your local mosquito
control distict I there are an
abundance of mosqutioes on

U.S. experiencing the worst West Nile Virus year on record

your property.
) ville Mosquito
Control (Duval County) - htp:/

Clay County Mosquito
Control Division - hig://xwy,
claycountygov.com/news2012:
news/clay-county-cmergency:
‘managementnotiication:ol
Amella Island Mosquito
Control District (Nassau
County) - hitp/sowamellts:
landmosquiocontiolorg/
Anastasia Mosquito Control
District (St. Johns County)

dsicors/

Additonsl tnformation about
WAV can be found at the Duval
County Health Department,
the Florida Department of
Health (hugp/Adoh.state. s/
Enslconment/medicine asbo:

slal/indes.himl) and the
Center for Disease Control
(hutp/wvewcde gov/features;
StopMosquitoes/).




