From:
Pomije, Brian D. (LCDR)

Sent:
Thursday, July 06, 2006 5:05 PM

To:
Burke, Gerald; Clark, Dorothy M. (CIV); Ely, Karen D. (CIV); Fairchild Gregory R LT; Feightner, Michael P. LT; Fong, Raynard K   CAPT; Frampton, Scott W  CIV; Giel, Daniel T. (CTR); Goodwill, Michael E CTR NNMC; Gorsuch, Gregory  M. CAPT; Harden, Gary W; Houston, Tony L. HM2; Johnson, Gabrielle M.; LaFontaine, Richard L CT; Loscocco, Michele F CDR NNMC; Minette, Christopher E. (LCDR); Ozeroglu, Muhammed A  LT; Pomije, Brian D. (LCDR); Scott, John H., CIV.; Simays, Andrew E., CDR; Smith, Glenee L. (Civ); Solanki, Haresh P; Tarver, James K. (CDR); Van Way, Rick L  LCDR (Ret); Younes, Georges  E LCDR

Cc:
Fallon, Ann P. (CAPT); Hernandez, Jose E. (CIV); Pomije, Brian D. (LCDR); Ely, Karen D. (CIV); Clark, Dorothy M. (CIV); Earles, Marvin R LCDR ; Glennon, Brendan K. CDR BUMED; Lino CDR Fragoso (E-mail) (Lino.Fragoso@navy.mil); Hutto, Robert CAPT; Miller, David B, CAPT (NMSC); Nazareno, Felix M GS; Netzer, Patricia H. (CAPT); Styles, Donna L (CAPT)

Subject:
New Authorized User as RSO on Medical Use Licenses and Recent Revisions and Corrections to 10 CFR 35.50
Medical Radiation Safety Officers and NRMP Permittees:

The below information was taken from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC's) Nuclear Material Safety and Safequards (NMSS) Quarterly Newsletter, June 2006. 

In summary, an NRC medical licensee submitted a license amendment application, requesting that a physician be listed on the facility's license as both an Authorized User (AU) and as the Radiation Safety Officer (RSO).  Note that a physician must already be listed on a license or permit as an Authorized User (AU) prior to the command submitting an amendment application requesting the AU also be listed as the Radiation Safety Officer.  Both authorizations can't be accomplished via the same amendment application.  In addition, the NRC recently revised and made a few corrections to Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 35.50, "Training for Radiation Safety Officer", which are discussed below.

The issues addressed in this e-mail should be discussed by each Command's Radiation Safety Committee (RSC), to ensure similar issues do not occur within Navy medical facilities.

Please contact the Navy Environmental Health Center if you have any questions and/or concerns.

[This e-mail has been sent to all medical radiation safety officers; no response is necessary]
Very respectfully,

LCDR Pomije

Brian D. Pomije, MS, DABR

Lieutenant Commander, Medical Service Corps, USN

Radiation Health Team Leader

Navy Environmental Health Center

620 John Paul Jones Circle (Suite 1100)

Portsmouth, VA 23708-2103

W: (757) 953-0766; DSN: 377-0766

Cell: (757) 651-2814

Fax: (757) 953-0685

This document may contain information covered under the Privacy Act, 5 USC 552(a), and/or the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (pl 104-191) and it’s various implementing regulations and must be protected in accordance with those provisions. Healthcare information is personal and sensitive and must be treated accordingly. If this correspondence contains healthcare information it is being provided to you after appropriate authorization from the patient or under circumstances that don't require patient authorization. You, the recipient, are obligated to maintain it in a safe, secure and confidential manner. Redisclosure without additional patient consent or as permitted by law is prohibited. Unauthorized redisclosure or failure to maintain confidentiality subjects you to application of appropriate sanction. If you have received this correspondence in error, please notify the sender at once and destroy any copies you have made.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
New Authorized User as RSO on Medical Use Licenses and Recent Revisions and Corrections to 10 CFR 35.50
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff recently received an application from a physician requesting to be listed as an Authorized User (AU), as well as the Radiation Safety Officer (RSO), on a new NRC medical use license.  The physician met the training and experience requirements to be recognized as an AU, but did not meet the requirements in Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 10 CFR 35.50(c)(2) to be listed as an RSO, since the physician had never been named as an AU on any NRC or Agreement State medical use license, or on a permit issued under a Master Materials License.  In addition, the physician did not satisfy the training and experience requirements specified in 10 CFR 35.50(a), (b), or (c)(1).

This training and experience pathway in 10 CFR 35.50(c)(2) to become an RSO requires an AU, authorized medical physicist (AMP) or authorized nuclear pharmacist (ANP) to; 

(1) be identified on the licensee’s license; and,

(2) have experience with the radiation safety aspects of similar types of use of byproduct material for which the individual has RSO responsibilities.

NRC revised 10 CFR 35.50 on March 30, 2005, to require any individual seeking to be recognized as an RSO to have a written attestation, signed by a preceptor RSO, that the individual has satisfactorily completed specific requirements referenced in 35.50(d), and has achieved a level of radiation safety knowledge sufficient to function independently as a RSO for medical use licensee [60 Federal Register 16336, March 30, 2005].  Prior to this revision, the requirements that are now in 10 CFR 35.50(c)(2) did not require such an attestation.  Note that on January 12, 2006, NRC corrected an inadvertent omission in paragraph (d) to make it clear than an AU, AMP, or ANP meeting the requirements in paragraph (c)(2)do not have to meet the health physicist/medical physicist requirements in the other training and experience pathways.  However, the preceptor must still attest that the individual meets the requirements specified in paragraphs (c)(2) and (d) [71 Federal Register 1926, January 12, 2006].

Although the physician applying to be both a new AU and RSO had experience with the radiation safety aspects of similar types of use of byproduct material for which the individual would have RSO responsibilities, the physician could not meet the other requirements in 10 CFR 35.50 (c)(2) because the individual was not yet an AU.  In addition, a preceptor RSO could not attest that the person was either an AU, or met the training and experience requirements in any of the other pathways specified in 10 CFR 35.50.  The applicant was requested to identify another individual as the RSO, and provide documentation that the person met the requirements in 10 CFR 35.50.

(NEHC Note: A  physician must already be listed on a license or permit as an Authorized User (AU) prior to the command submitting an amendment application requesting the AU also be listed as the Radiation Safety Officer.  Both authorizations can not be accomplished via a single amendment application.)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
