From: Pomije, Brian D. (LCDR)
Sent: Monday, August 28, 2006 4:09 PM
To: 'navrho@rad.usuhs.mil'; Burke, Gerald; Clark, Dorothy M. (CIV); Ely, Karen D. (CIV); Fairchild Gregory R LT; Feightner, Michael P. LT; Fong, Raynard K CAPT; Frampton, Scott W CIV; Giel, Daniel T. (CTR); Goodwill, Michael E CTR NNMC; Gorsuch, Gregory M. CAPT; Harden, Gary W; Houston, Tony L. HM2; Johnson, Gabrielle M.; LaFontaine, Richard L CT; Loscocco, Michele F CDR NNMC; Minette, Christopher E. (LCDR); Ozeroglu, Muhammed A LT; Pomije, Brian D. (LCDR); Scott, John H., CIV.; Simays, Andrew E., CDR; Smith, Glenee L. (Civ); Solanki, Haresh P; Straiff, Walt; Tarver, James K. (CDR); Van Way, Rick L LCDR (Ret); Younes, Georges E LCDR
Cc: Ely, Karen D. (CIV); Clark, Dorothy M. (CIV); pomijeb@nehc.med.navy.mil; Fallon, Ann P. (CAPT); Hernandez, Jose E. (CIV); Earles, Marvin R LCDR ; Glennon, Brendan K. CDR BUMED; Lino CDR Fragoso (E-mail) (Lino.Fragoso@navy.mil)
Subject: SG's Message: Radiation Health Protection program - need for command attention

Radiation Safety Officers, Radiation Health Officers, and NRMP Permittee Commands:

The below e-mail message was forwarded by the Navy Surgeon General to all MTFs earlier today.  This was a response in part to a Navy MTF being rated as “unsatisfactory” during a recent inspection of their Naval Radioactive Materials Permit (NRMP) Program, which included a deficiency for “lack of management oversight”.

I strongly advise each command to be prepared to answer questions that may filter down from their Commanding Officers.

Very Respectfully,

LCDR Pomije

Brian D. Pomije, MS, D.A.B.R.

Lieutenant Commander, Medical Service Corps, USN

Radiation Health Team Leader

Navy Environmental Health Center

620 John Paul Jones Circle (Suite 1100)

Portsmouth, VA 23708-2103

W: (757) 953-0766; DSN: 377-0766

Cell: (757) 651-2814

Fax: (757) 953-0685

This document may contain information covered under the Privacy Act, 5 USC 552(a), and/or the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (pl 104-191) and it’s various implementing regulations and must be protected in accordance with those provisions. Healthcare information is personal and sensitive and must be treated accordingly. If this correspondence contains healthcare information it is being provided to you after appropriate authorization from the patient or under circumstances that don't require patient authorization. You, the recipient, are obligated to maintain it in a safe, secure and confidential manner. Redisclosure without additional patient consent or as permitted by law is prohibited. Unauthorized redisclosure or failure to maintain confidentiality subjects you to application of appropriate sanction. If you have received this correspondence in error, please notify the sender at once and destroy any copies you have made.



From: Surgeon General of the Navy [mailto:SG@US.MED.NAVY.MIL] 

Sent: Monday, August 28, 2006 2:33 PM
To: All CO MTF
Cc: BUMED - Flags; Pearigen, Paul D. CAPT BUMED
Subject: Radiation Health Protection program - need for command attention

Commanders and Commanding Officers, 

Navy Medicine's primary Radiation Health Protection goals are patient and staff safety, prevention of patient reportable events, and complete control of radioactive material (RAM) including protection against its illicit use.  Also very important, is protection of the reputation of the Navy's Master Materials License (MML) that was issued to OPNAV by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in 1987.  The MML allows the Navy to self-regulate its use of RAM through over 120 centrally issued Navy Radioactive Material Permits (NRMPs); fifteen of which are issued to BSO 18 medical and medical research activities.  Accordingly, each command's committed involvement, including conducting regular internal and external program audits, is necessary to enable the entire enterprise.  Any command's program failure or complacency degrades NRC and public confidence in the Navy's ability to safety use RAM.
Commanding Officers are responsible for the Radiation Health Protection program including safe receipt, possession, use, distribution, transportation, transfer, and disposal of ionizing radiation sources.  Failure to execute full control over RAM and electromagnetic sources of ionizing radiation may not only jeopardize your command's ability to provide quality healthcare, but could adversely affect the Navy Medicine's ability to operate its nuclear medicine, radiation oncology, surgery, and cardiology programs.  Finally, your designated Radiation Safety Officer (RSO), Radiation Safety Committee members and Authorized Users (physicians) must have in depth knowledge of their responsibilities under the requirements and tie down procedures of your NRMPs.
The Navy's medical NRMP technical support center (TSC) at Navy Environmental Health Center (NEHC) has a listing of vetted radiation safety training courses to help your key staff members carry out their duties.  These courses are regularly provided by institutions including the Oak Ridge Associated Universities and the Radiation Safety Academy.
Course links: 
http://www.orau.org/busops/ivhp/health-physics/hp-courses.htm 
http://www.radiationsafetyacademy.com/courses.html 

Technical support for BSO 18 NRMP issues is available through the NEHC TSC.  Management support, including performance oversight of the TSC and input to the Navy Radiation Safety Committee (NRSC), is available from the Navy's Chief Radiation Health Officer at BUMED M3B42 through the regional medical command.
Thanks for your help and dedication to safety! 

V/R, DCA 
____________________________________ 
Vice Admiral Don Arthur, MC, USN 
Surgeon General of the Navy 
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