From: Pomije, Brian D. (LCDR)

Sent: Friday, November 17, 2006 9:02 AM

To: Frampton, Scott W CIV; Brannon, Charlie E CIV NNMC; Van Way, Rick L LCDR (Ret); Parry, Marie I LT; St. John, Theodore J. (LCDR); Fletcher, Douglas W LCDR NNMC; Goodwill, Michael E CTR NNMC; Giel, Daniel T. (CTR); LaFontaine, Richard L CT; Ozeroglu, Muhammed A LT

Cc: 'pomije@cox.net'; Clark, Dorothy M. (CIV); Ely, Karen D. (CIV); Fallon, Ann P. (CAPT); Hernandez, Jose E. (CIV); Mohon, Melissa A. (CDR); 'Earles, Marvin R LCDR '; 'Lino CDR Fragoso (E-mail) (Lino.Fragoso@navy.mil)'; Hutto, Robert CAPT; Nazareno, Felix M GS; Netzer, Patricia H. (CAPT); Styles, Donna L CAPT NMNCA

Subject: Failure of a Civilian Hospital to Secure a High Dose Rate (HDR) Radiation Therapy Unit
Radiation Safety Officers and NRMP Permittees,

[This message is only applicable to Naval Medical Centers, as they possess a Naval Radioactive Materials Permit (NRMP) authorizing them to conduct radiation therapy procedures involving the use of sealed radiation sources.  It has been sent to applicable radiation safety officers and therapy physicists.  No response is necessary.]

During a tour of a New Jersey hospital, a U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) inspector found that although a mobile High Dose Rate (HDR) Afterloader unit was locked to the treatment room floor, the keys to the lock were readily accessible in a cabinet above the unit, and the treatment room was not locked and no staff member was in the vicinity.  This is an apparent violation of NRC regulations, which require that the radioactive source be secured from unauthorized removal.  As background, an HDR Afterloader is a device that uses a highly radioactive source of Iridium-192, which is temporarily placed interstitially near tumors to treat cancer.

Each command’s RSO and Radiation Safety Committee (RSC) should review the contents of this message to determine applicability to their command, and to ensure full compliance with NRC and Navy requirements regarding possession of sealed sources.

Please contact the Navy Environmental Health Center if you have any questions and/or concerns.

This and previous e-mails can be found on the NEHC internet at http://www-nehc.med.navy.mil/occmed/nrmp.htm. 

V/R,

LCDR Pomije

 

Brian D. Pomije, MS, D.A.B.R.

Commander (select), Medical Service Corps, USN

Radiation Health Team Leader

Navy Environmental Health Center

620 John Paul Jones Circle (Suite 1100)

Portsmouth, VA 23708-2103

 

brian.pomije@med.navy.mil
pomijeb@nehc.med.navy.mil
W: (757) 953-0766; DSN: 377-0766

Cell: (757) 651-2814; Fax: (757) 953-0670

 

HIPPA Disclaimer: This document may contain information covered under the Privacy Act, 5 USC 552(a), and/or the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (pl 104-191) and it’s various implementing regulations and must be protected in accordance with those provisions. Healthcare information is personal and sensitive and must be treated accordingly. If this correspondence contains healthcare information it is being provided to you after appropriate authorization from the patient or under circumstances that don't require patient authorization. You, the recipient, are obligated to maintain it in a safe, secure and confidential manner. Redisclosure without additional patient consent or as permitted by law is prohibited. Unauthorized redisclosure or failure to maintain confidentiality subjects you to application of appropriate sanction. If you have received this correspondence in error, please notify the sender at once and destroy any copies you have made.
