From: Pomije, Brian D. (LCDR)

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 5:47 PM

To: Aversa, Frank A. (Civ); Brannon, Charlie E CIV NNMC; Burke, Gerald; Clark, Dorothy M. (CIV); Ely, Karen D. (CIV); Fairchild Gregory R LT; Feightner, Michael P. LT; Fletcher, Douglas W LCDR NNMC; Forcier, Michael R. Civ; Frampton, Scott W CIV; Giel, Daniel T. (CTR); Goodwill, Michael E CTR NNMC; Gorsuch, Gregory M. CAPT; Harden, Gary W; Houston, Tony L. HM2; Johnson, Gabrielle M.; LaFontaine, Richard L CT; Minette,

Christopher E. (LCDR); Ozeroglu, Muhammed A LT; Parry, Marie I LCDR; Pomije, Brian D. (LCDR); Scott, John H., CIV.; Smith, Glenee L. (Civ); Solanki, Haresh P. CTR; St. John, Theodore J. (LCDR); Straiff, Walt; Van

Way, Rick L (CIV); Younes, Georges E LCDR 

Cc: LCDR Brian Pomije; Dorothy M. Clark; Ely, Karen D. (CIV); Mohon, Melissa A. (CDR); Fallon, Ann P. (CAPT); Earles, Marvin R LCDR ; Glennon, Brendan K. CDR BUMED; Lino CDR Fragoso (E-mail) (Lino.Fragoso@navy.mil); sonia.c.stephens.ctr@navy.mil; Hutto, Robert CAPT; Nazareno, Felix M GS; Netzer, Patricia H. (CAPT); Styles, Donna L CAPT NMNCA

Subject: Clarification on the Dose Limit for Patients Released Under 10 CFR 35.75
Radiation Safety Officers (RSOs) and Medical NRMP Permittee Commands:

[This e-mail has been forwarded to RSOs at all medical commands that possess a Naval Radioactive Materials Permit (NRMP) issued by the Naval Radiation Safety Committee at OPNAV-N45.]

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has recently published the following clarification of regulations pertaining to the dose limits for Nuclear Medicine and Radiation Therapy patients released under Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 35.75.

The conditions under which licensees may authorize the release from their control of individuals, who have been administered unsealed byproduct material or implants containing byproduct material, appear in 10 CFR 35.75.  One of these conditions is that the total effective dose equivalent (TEDE) to any other individual, from exposure to the released individual, is not likely to exceed 5 mSv (0.5 rem).  

Although licensees typically use this TEDE limit to other individuals for determining the appropriateness of releasing a patient after a "single" administration or application, the 5 mSv (0.5 rem) TEDE is an annual limit on dose to other individuals.  Thus, if "multiple" administrations or applications in a single year are planned or are potentially anticipated for a patient, the decision about releasing that patient after each of the administrations must be based on the TEDE from "all" administrations or applications in a calendar year, not exceeding 5 mSv (0.5 rem) for the maximally exposed other individual.

This e-mail is for informational purposes and no reply is necessary.

V/R,

LCDR Pomije

Brian D. Pomije, MS, D.A.B.R.

Commander (select), Medical Service Corps, USN Radiation Health Team Leader Navy Environmental Health Center 620 John Paul Jones Circle (Suite 1100) Portsmouth, VA 23708-2103

brian.pomije@med.navy.mil

W: (757) 953-0766; DSN: 377-0766

Cell: (757) 651-2814; Fax: (757) 953-0670
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