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Commander Obenauer was born in Pittsfield, Massachusetts.  Since his father was an intelligence officer for the CIA, CDR Obenauer spent the majority of his childhood throughout Central and South America.  He returned to the United States in 1980 and grew up in Fairfax, VA.  Commander Obenauer earned a Bachelor of Science degree (Biology and Secondary Education) from Longwood University, Masters of Science (Entomology) from the University of Tennessee-Knoxville and completed a Doctorate of Philosophy (Entomology) degree from the University of Florida in 2009 under the U.S. Navy’s Duty Under Instruction Program (DUIP).
Commander Obenauer received his commission as a Lieutenant (junior grade) in the Medical Service Corps in March 1998.  After attending Officer Indoctrination School (OIS), he was assigned to the Navy Disease Vector Ecology and Control Center, Bangor, WA (DVECC BAN).  During his tour, CDR Obenauer deployed to Nicaragua as a member of a humanitarian assistance team supporting Operation Build Hope, providing vector-control for a number of townships devastated by Hurricane Mitch.   Additionally, he surveyed and monitored rodent populations for Hanta viruses throughout West Coast Naval Installations; and served as an instructor for the Preventive Medicine Technician School, San Diego, CA.
 Following his tour at DVECC BAN, CDR Obenauer reported to the 1st Force Service Support Group (FSSG), First Medical Battalion, Camp Pendleton, CA as the Section Head for the Preventive Medicine Unit. Additionally, CDR Obenauer deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF I) serving as the Officer in Charge for all preventive medicine services in theater.  After returning from OIF I, CDR Obenauer served at the H & S Company Commander, 1st Medical Battalion, 1st FSSG.  
After leaving 1st FSSG, CDR Obenauer reported to the Naval Environmental and Preventive Medicine Unit No. 6 (EPMU-6), Pearl Harbor Hawaii, where he served as Head of the Fleet and Marine Corps Support Department.  In Feb 2004, CDR Obenauer deployed with 1st Marine Division in Ramadii in support of OIF II.  CDR Obenauer deployed to Banda Aceh, Indonesia to support humanitarian initiatives after the devastating Tsunami of 2004. 
After completing the DUIP in 2009, CDR Obenauer was assigned as the Director for the Vector Biology Research Program, U.S. Navy Medical Research Unit No. 3 (NAMRU-3) Cairo, Egypt.  While in Cairo, CDR Obenauer managed five projects in Libya, Liberia, Djibouti and Morocco.  He procured over $800,000 in funding and led two extensive malaria outbreak investigations in Liberia and Comoros.  Currently, CDR Obenauer serves as the assistant Officer in Charge, Navy Entomology Center of Excellence (NECE).  NECE is the only Department of Defense activity dedicated to operational entomology and Center of Excellence for the development of novel technologies to better protect deployed war-fighters from blood feeding insects that transmit disease.
CDR Obenauer is a member of the Entomological Society of America, the Society for Vector Ecology, the Florida Entomological Society, and the American Mosquito Control Association.
 CDR Obenauer’s personal decorations and medals include the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (3), the Joint Service Achievement Medal and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.  He is the proud father of Alexandra Marie Obenauer.   

