
NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92134-5000


DESCRIPTION OF CLINICAL CLERKSHIP


DENTAL DEPARTMENT

LENGTH OF

TIME:






Four to six weeks (recommended)

REQUIREMENTS:
Prior approval for the clerkship is the responsibility of the dental student via his/her dental school Navy liaison.  The rotation is to count as a dental school or military requirement.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain approval first through the dental school academic advisor.

EXPERIENCE:

The Naval Medical Center, San Diego, includes a Dental Treatment Facility.  Six dental subspecialties in addition to general practice dentistry are available for clerkship experience.  Navy Reserve Dental Officers may participate in these clerkships.  Clerkships are scheduled on a first come, first serve basis, depending on availability.  Due to the large number of requests from scholarship students for whom the Navy is required to provide training, we are able to accept clerks only on official orders from Naval Reserve Centers assigned to the dental schools that the students are attending.  It is recommended that a dental student have successfully passed the Officer Indoctrination School offered at Newport, Rhode Island prior to the initiation of the Dental Clerkship at Naval Medical Center, San Diego.  A clinical clerk may observe the initial evaluation of dental patients both in the general practice arena as well as in the specialty clinics within the Dental Department.  He/she may, with supervision by staff Oral Maxillofacial Surgeon and or Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Resident, perform the initial history and physical examination upon patients who present for elective surgical procedures.  Dental examinations with supervision will also be provided to the dental clerks.  The Dental clerk will be made aware of the scheduling regime at a Navy facility as well as the sequencing of treatment which most commonly occurs at a treatment facility of the size of a hospital such as the Naval Medical Center.  Rotation through the following specialties of dentistry will be made available to interested dental clerks: General Dentistry, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Periodontics, Prosthodontics, Orthodontics, and Endodontics (when available).

The Dental clerk will attend conferences and discussion groups when on the service and be expected to present a short briefing to staff and residents during the last week of the clerkship rotation on a subject which will be determined by the clerk's mentor.

The clerk may not write prescriptions, order laboratory or x-ray studies, or request consultations. 

The Dental Department is an exceptionally busy one which will afford clinical dental clerks an excellent opportunity to see patients as they seek general and specialty dental care.

