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DESCRIPTION OF CLINICAL CLERKSHIP


DEVELOPMENTAL PEDIATRICS
Length: 4 to 6 weeks

Requirements: Senior students with a strong clinical background and interest in Pediatrics are encouraged to participate.

Goals: The student will be exposed to the spectrum of developmental disabilities, with emphasis upon the comprehensive evaluation of handicapped children.  The student will learn to utilize the various associated disciplines involved with evaluating and treating handicapped children.  He/she will learn to perform a clinical developmental assessment and neuromotor examination on infants, toddlers, and school-age children.  There will be detailed study of the etiology, presentation, and clinical manifestations of cerebral palsy, mental retardation, language disorders, autism, hearing and vision loss, and learning disabilities.

Experience:

Developmental Pediatrics Consultation and Follow-up clinics
Birth-3 consults- New patients are evaluated for developmental disabilities.  Common diagnoses include language disorders, mental retardation, autism, cerebral palsy.

Consults (greater than age three)- New patients are evaluated for developmental disabilities.  School issues are commonly addressed and the neurodevelopmental approach to learning disabilities is emphasized.

NICU Follow-up clinic- A twice monthly clinic devoted to the developmental assessment of high-risk infants, primarily from the NICU.

Developmental Follow-up clinic- Patients are followed for ongoing care and management including school and behavioral issues.

Dysmorphology Clinic- Affords the student the opportunity to understand the close interaction between genetics/dysmorphology and developmental disabilities.

Neurology Clinic- Affords the student the opportunity to understand the interactions of neurologic and developmental disorders.

Developmental Outreach Clinics- Developmental assessment and follow-up clinics in a smaller outpatient setting at Naval Hospital Camp Pendleton, and/or Naval Hospital 29 Palms, and/or Army Community Hospital Ft. Irwin.

Inpatient Pediatric Rounds- Developmental evaluation and discussion of a patient(s) currently hospitalized on the inpatient pediatric service.

