Orthopedic Clinical Clerkship

Department of Orthopedics

Naval Medical Center San Diego

LOCATION: The clinical clerkship is located in the Department of Orthopedics at the Naval Medical Center San Diego with some clinics at the nearby Naval Training Center (10 minute drive).  The hospital is responsible for the primary plan of treatment for active duty members from all services, dependents, family members, and retirees from the southern California and Arizona region in addition to a large referral center. 

LENGTH: Most rotations are 4 weeks (6 and 8 week rotations are available for USUHS students only).  Those interested in an orthopedic track internship are encouraged to rotate early in their 4th year of medical school.  Due to the popularity of the rotation, those who desire an experience in orthopedics but not interested in a career of orthopedics are encouraged to take the rotation after November of their 4th year.

EXPERIENCE:  Students will learn basic orthopedic exams, application of casts and splints, partake in the care of acutely injured or incapacitated patients, and experience a busy clinic schedule.  Additionally, approximately 50% of the rotation will be spent in the operating room.  Students are expected to attend all teaching conferences, to include a weekly 3 hour Orthopedic Grand Rounds at Mercy Hospital, San Diego.  Additionally, students are expected to stand call approximately three times over a four-week rotation to broaden the experience.

ROTATION:  The rotation will be spent on a specific team, which normally consists of a junior resident, senior resident, 1-3 supervisor staff, and possibly an orthopedic physician assistant.

ROTATION CHOICES:


-General Orthopedics & Oncology


-Trauma & General Orthopedics 


-Complex Knee & Shoulder Reconstruction


-Adult Reconstruction & Joint Replacement


-Hand & Microvascular Orthopedics


-Pediatric Orthopedics

 
-Spinal Surgery 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:  Generally, uniform of the day is khakis or surgical scrubs (provided); however, on a special occasion or if interviewing for future Graduate Medical Education (GME), Summer Whites or Service Dress Blues are required (depending on time of year.Please coordinate with GME office at 619-532-9405 to request a clerkship. Please note, upon checking in first with GME, you will be required to complete any hospital-mandated training.  You will then report to Orthopedics  immediately after checking in with GME.  Prior to your arrival, or the day of, you will need to provide Ortho Residency Program coordinator with a CV, Personal Statement, and any LORs or transcripts for your file; the more information contained in your file, the better.  Failure to provide these items will only delay scheduling you an interview.  We recognize that many students often book months in advance, only to later change their mind/interest.  Please don’t be afraid to communicate this ASAP, so that you can be rescheduled for something more applicable to your pursuit in the medical field.  We look forward to your arrival, and hope to reinforce your desire to pursue Orthopedic Surgery!

