
NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA


DESCRIPTION OF CLINICAL CLERKSHIP


PEDIATRIC INTENSIVE CARE UNIT
LENGTH: 4-6 weeks

REQUIREMENTS:  

The clerk should have previous pediatric inpatient experience.  Prior approval for the clerkship is the responsibility of the clerk.  This includes obtaining permission from his/her medical school if this rotation is to be considered part of the academic year.

GOALS:  

The clerkship is designed to provide an introductory experience to the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU).  The clerk will begin to learn to treat complex diseases with multiple organ involvement, to integrate data from highly technical equipment, and to formulate therapeutic interventions based on a physiologic approach.  In addition, the clerk will begin to learn to deal with the humanistic and ethical issues that exist in the modern ICU environment.

EXPERIENCE:
The PICU is a multidisciplinary 7 bed unit which is currently the only PICU in the Navy.  It is staffed by two full time Pediatric Intensivists.  The PICU admits over 700 patients per year including a full range of pediatric surgical subspecialty patients.  The clerk will be fully integrated into the PICU team and will serve as the primary caregiver for selected patients as determined by the PICU resident and PICU attending.  The clerk will participate in diagnostic and therapeutic procedures as well as be given the opportunity to further polish technical skills in the cardiac catherization lab and operating room.  In addition, the clerk will participate in bedside teaching, didactic lectures, and city wide Pediatric Critical Care conferences.

