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DESCRIPTION OF CLINICAL CLERKSHIP


PLASTIC SURGERY DEPARTMENT

LOCATION:  The clinical clerkship will be served in the Plastic Surgery Department, Naval Medical Center, San Diego.

LENGTH OF TIME:  Four to Eight weeks 

EXPERIENCE:  Medical students are cordially invited to spend a period of clinical study with the Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery.

Plastic Surgery is a broad and varied discipline that developed when military surgeons were faced with the challenging reconstructive problems of World War casualties.  From this military baptism, a field developed that cares for the scarred and disfigured, be it rare birth deformity, or automobile injury.

The Plastic Surgery Department and Naval Medical Center, San Diego, offers an excellent introduction to all facets of the specialty.  The attending surgeons are fully trained and offer a broad base of expertise in addition to their complementing particular interests within the specialty.

Students will examine and assist in the treatment of both patients and outpatients.  Traumatic injuries including burns, industrial and motor vehicle accidents, and hand injuries, and facial fractures are routine.  An introduction to microvascular surgery can be arranged with microvascular laboratory technique included.  Congenital anomalies are frequently encountered including cleft lip and palate, auricular deformities, and eyelid ptosis.  Major craniofacial syndromes are not unusual.  Cancer surgery involves the reconstruction of skin, upper airway and breast resection sites.  These procedures are done by the plastic surgery staff either independently, or in conjunction with another surgical team.  Cosmetic Surgery is performed if time remains following the scheduling of higher priority procedures.  During any rotation, a medical student would expect to observe/assist in augmentation and reduction mammoplasty, rhinoplasty, otoplasty, and surgery of the aging face and scar revisions.

Both didactic and patient care conferences will augment the teaching schedule.  Attendance at tumor boards and cleft lip/palate/ craniofacial conferences is expected.

In summary, medical students can expect to enjoy a complete overview of plastic and reconstructive surgery.  Emphasis will center on the use of all available resources; both clinical and the basic science laboratories, the library, consulting services, as well as "hands on" diagnostic and operative assistance experience, to function as an integral part of the patient care team.

