
NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA


DESCRIPTION OF CLINICAL CLERKSHIP


DEPARTMENT OF PEDIATRICS


HEMATOLOGY/ONCOLOGY

LENGTH: Four to six weeks

REQUIREMENTS: The clerk should have previous pediatric experience.  Reading material in the General Pediatric text is extremely helpful and strongly encouraged.

GOALS: The clinical clerk, after one month on hematology should be able to perform a basic workup of anemia and coagulation defects, and understand and interpret the results of the test ordered to arrive at a logical diagnosis.  Clerks should be able to formulate and initiate a plan of treatment, if treatment is indicated for these disorders.  If the disorder is an inherited condition, the clerk should understand the genetics of the disorder and participate in counseling the family.

Pediatric oncology is a complex and rapidly growing therapeutic field.  The clerk is expected to develop a general knowledge and healthy respect for the dangers of chemotherapy, and to begin to learn to deal with the emotional turmoil for families with these children.

EXPERIENCES:  

a.  
Clinics
Monday - Pediatric Oncology.  This is a working clinic which treats children with a vast array of pediatric oncologic and life threatening hematologic disorders.  Ongoing protocol therapy is administered and relatively sophisticated outpatient diagnostic therapeutic procedures are performed.  In this clinic the clerk learns the basics of bone marrow morphology.

Wednesday - Hematology Clinic.  The morning is specifically set aside for working up coagulation defects.  Clerks will have an opportunity to review firsthand, histories of patients with suspected disorders of coagulation.  The clerk performs venipunctures and bleeding times on the patients, and subsequently may accompany the coagulation technician to the laboratory and learn the fundamentals of coagulation testing.  The afternoon clinic has a vast array of patients with hematologic disease.  Blood studies and peripheral morphology are reviewed extensively on each patient.  A postclinic conference is held to discuss the patient.

Weekday Mornings.  Children come in daily for diagnostic and therapeutic procedures, and the clerk learns more about protocols, effects, and the kinetics of chemotherapy as well as upgrading skills in venipuncture, spinal taps, and bone marrow aspirations.

b.
Consultations.  Daily consultations are performed on the ward, nursery and outpatient clinics.  The clerk may evaluate a consultation and present findings to the attending.

c.
Conferences
Weekly hospital Hematology/Oncology conference

Monthly San Diego Pediatric Tumor Board

