
NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA


DESCRIPTION OF CLINICAL CLERKSHIP


  PEDIATRIC ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY

LOCATION:  The clinical clerkship will be served in the Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Division of Pediatric Orthopaedics, Naval Medical Center, San Diego.

LENGTH OF TIME:  Four weeks (Six weeks optional)

RESPONSIBILITIES:  The clinical clerks will become an integral member of the Pediatric Orthopaedic Team.  Clerk responsibilities will include enthusiastic participation in daily morning rounds examining newborns in the nursery, daily ward rounds on inpatients, outpatient clinics at the Naval Medical Center, outpatient clinics at the County-wide Crippled Children's clinics, and surgical care of children with orthopaedic disorders.  In addition, the clinical clerk will participate actively in the weekly Pediatric Orthopaedic Journal Club and be on call one night per week in order to gain additional experience in both adult and pediatric emergency orthopaedic care. 

EXPERIENCE:  The clinical clerks will be under the supervision of the Staff Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgeon.  The clerk will join a team including a Chief Resident and a Junior resident. The clerk will attend all NMCSD and Orthopaedic Surgery Departmental teaching conferences.  In addition, the clerk will attend the weekly Indications Conference at Children's Hospital, San Diego, and the weekly Orthopaedic Grand Rounds at Mercy Hospital, San Diego.

The clerk will join a team that evaluates over 500 children/month in the outpatient clinics, screens over 300 newborn infants/month for Developmental Hip Dysplasia and other congenital anomalies, and performs an average of 28 elective and emergency surgical procedures each month.

The clinical clerk will learn to apply casts, the Pavlik Harness, and traction.  The clerk will become proficient in performing a complete musculoskeletal examination and expand his/her knowledge about the care of children with various orthopaedic conditions.

RECOMMENDED TEXT:  Staheli, L. Fundamentals of Pediatric Orthopedics.

