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Seymour Takes Helm of Naval Medical Logistics Command
By Julius L. Evans, NMLC PAO

Two tours of duty ago, Mary S. Seymour held the rank of commander and was Naval Medical Logistics Command’s executive officer. On Sept. 5, she returned as a captain and as the commanding officer.

In a ceremony featuring special guest speaker Rear Adm. Donald R. Gintzig, Deputy Surgeon General (Acting), Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, Capt. Seymour took the reins of command from Capt. James B. Poindexter III with the simple phrase, “I am ready to relieve you sir.”  With that, she read her orders.  “When directed, detach from (student) National War College, and report as Commanding Officer of Naval Medical Logistics Command,” signed Commander Navy Personnel Command.”

Yet, leading to the changeover were a number of lively and emotional speeches and testimonies, starting with Rear Adm. Gintzig.

“Bernie has done everything we have asked of him and he has done it efficiently, on schedule, and in many instances, on or under budget,” Gintzig quipped.  “In fact, he may be the only officer that I know in the Pentagon of whom I can actually make that claim,” he said to a crowd roaring with laughter.

“In an unprecedented medical equipment initiative, Capt. Poindexter was responsible for three mobile Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) systems being acquired and sent to Afghanistan to aid in the diagnosis and treatment of mild traumatic brain injury,” Gintzig said.  “Nothing like this had ever been attempted before and Bernie ensured it went off flawlessly.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The admiral went on to explain how Naval Medical Logistics Command (NMLC) has the most unique role in the United States Navy, ensuring that all forces afloat and Military Treatment Facilities around the globe have world-class medical equipment on-hand that is necessary to treat our nation’s warfighters and their family members.

The outgoing commander appreciated the kind words.

“It has truly been an extraordinary honor and privilege to serve as the commanding officer of Naval Medical Logistics Command over the last three years and I could spend considerable time today talking about our significant accomplishments and value to Navy Medicine,” Capt. Poindexter said.  “But I prefer to look forward, over the horizon, because in my view, NMLC’s future is bright and secure.”

When he spoke of a bright future, he was inevitably making reference to his relief.  

“Capt. Seymour, I can’t think of anyone more prepared and ready for command than you, and I am absolutely confident you will lead Naval Medical Logistics Command through the challenges ahead, along our journey of continue process improvement and enhanced operational relevance,” Poindexter said, as he ended his remarks and  prepared to be relieved of command.

Seymour’s previous command may have well prepared her for command.  Some of her former duties have included Comptroller at the Annapolis Naval Medical Clinic and Department Head for the Materials Management and Management Information also in Annapolis; Navy Personnel Command’s Technical Advisor for all staff corps promotion selection boards and as the Branch Head for all officer selection boards, both in Millington, Tenn.  She was Director for Resources at the U.S. Naval Hospital Rota, Spain and U.S. Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. Since 2009, she has served as the Medical Service Corps Financial Management Specialty Leader.  She attended the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, Calif., earning a Master of Science degree in Management specializing in financial management and in June 2013, she earned her second Master of Science degree in National Security Strategy from the National War College.

As she addressed the crowd and two of her previous commanding officers from NMLC, she spoke to them directly.  “Both of you know I love being a Comptroller, but you allowed me to widen my aperture and develop a passion for being a Logistician. I’m sorry, a Logtroller,” she said. Her reference to her experience as a Comptroller and a Logistician resonated with the audience.  

“NMLC has proven that it is an agile force capable of providing logistics and acquisition support to Navy and Marine Corps customers at home and abroad and a willing partner to its Air Force and Army counterparts, ensuring that today’s warfighters are always the first priority,” Capt. Seymour continued. “As we embark on our new journey together, resource constraints and the Defense Health Agency transition will inevitably impact the way we conduct business and present us with many unique challenges and opportunities.”

But for now, those challenges and opportunities will just include re-acclimating herself to the day-to-day activities of Navy Medicine’s center of logistics expertise, responsible to design, execute, and administer individualized state-of-the-art solutions to meet customers’ medical materiel and healthcare service needs world-wide. 

In closing the ceremony Seymour called the command to order and said, “Naval Medical Logistics Command, all standing orders, policies, regulations and instructions remain in effect. Carry out the Plan of the Day.” 





130905-A-CL341-026 – Capt. Mary Seymour thanked everyone for attending including SHCM John Wayne McClain, USN (Ret.); HMCM Gary Gregory, USN (Ret.); other family members and then Alex, Adam and her husband Jeff. 

130905-A-CL341-097 – Rear Adm. Gintzig presents Capt. James B. Poindexter III with a Legion of Merit Award for his success as the outgoing NMLC Commanding Officer. 

130905-N-VL857-157 – For the first time, Capt. Seymour is saluted as the Commanding Officer of Naval Medical Logistics Command. 
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