Do you seek greater responsibilities?   Want to be respected by subordinates, peers and superiors alike?  Do you enjoy challenges and have a desire to be a Navy Leader?   Become one of the most respected NECs in the Medical Enlisted Community as well as in the Navy; take the challenge to become an Independent Duty Corpsman (IDC).

What are the advantages of becoming an IDC?
1.  One possesses the knowledge and ability to make life saving decisions for Sailors and Marines and be responsible for their total health care; to be the direct liaison between the patient and the Commanding Officer; to know you know you have attained the expertise and the confidence to work independently from a Medical Officer if need be.
2. IDCs are assigned as Independent Health Care Providers with exciting choices of a variety some of the most diverse duty stations in the Navy from Surface Ships, Sea Bees, Special Warfare units such as the SEAL’s or Expeditionary Warfare and also billets with the Marines.  Opportunities are also available at many overseas locations as well.  
3.  Sixty-four percent of Corpsmen promoted to Senior Chief during the last advancement cycle were IDC’s.
4.  Being in charge of your own Medical Department where you are the Department Head.
5.  Opportunities for leadership are plentiful; many Command Master Chiefs are former IDC’s as their leadership skills are highly desired and recognized by the Line Community. 
6.  Your confidence level will increase not only as a corpsman but as a Sailor.   You are a highly respected Health Care Provider to the Fleet.  
What educational opportunities exist for IDC’s?
1.  Many individuals selected for the Physician Assistance (PA) Program are IDC’s.
2.  Being an IDC opens the door to a career in Nursing.  For example, Southwest College in the San Diego area offers an opportunity for an Associate’s Degree in nursing preparing you to take the California RN licensing exam.  Some IDCs complete the Bachelors of Science in Nursing and seek a Direct Commission to the Officer ranks.
3.  Saint Francis University in Pennsylvania is working closely with the Navy to develop the only online Physician Assistance Program in the world exclusively for IDC’s.  Anticipated start date for this program is early 2010.
4.  The America n Council on Education periodically assesses the program for lower and upper level college credits which many Universities and Colleges accept toward a degree; one could receive up to 80 credit hours for the studies completed in IDC School.
IDC’s are the “Ultimate” Corpsman, there is no higher level of medical training an HM can receive and still be an Enlisted Sailor, you are the best of the best.
